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CHAPTER XV.
CATHOLIC MISSION IN NIPAL.*

The Capuchins had an establishment
in the valley, at Patan; the only remaining trace
of their presence is the part of the Polyglot
inscription attributable to them, and which
still exists. They came originally from Pekin
to Lassa, where they had large establishments
and a good library. Some years ago | was
enabled to pick up the fragments of this library
at Lassa, and lately | presented it to the Pope.
No such or other trace of them was discovered
by me in Nipal. The Chinese Emperor drove
them from Pekin, and then from Lassa, seizing
and confiscating their all, and expelling them
across the snows. The Niwar dynasty of Patan
received them kindly and gave them lands.
But before they could make any great progress
in conversion, came the Gorkhas, who
expelled them from the country. They retired
to the plains, and were afforded an asylum by
the Rajah of Bettiah, and in his lands, at and
about the village of Ohuri, they still dwell with
their Niwar flock, which has increased, but not
greatly, and only by fresh births at Churi, and
not by any additional incomers from the
valley, whence probably not above one
hundred to two hundred souls proceeded
with the original emigrant fathers. In the “
Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society “ for 1848
are the translations by Mr. Hodgson of the “
grants of land,” by virtue of which the mission
was established at Patan. The original deeds
are inscribed on copper, and are or were in
the possession of the Roman Catholic bishop
at Patan. They are in the Niwari language,
interlarded with a good deal of Sanskrit. “ Jaya
Rajya Prakas Malla Deva,” Prince of Nipal, was
the grantee.

* Extract from a letter by Mr. Hodgson to Mr. Erskine,
Sept.1850.

CHAPTER XVI
LEOPARDS.—DOGS.—BUFFALOES.

Leopards abound in the jungles in all
the hills surrounding the valley. They often
come down into the villages on the edges of
the valley, and sometimes even into the
centre of the valley, and commit great
depredations. They occasionally attack men,
oftener children, but most usually confine
their attacks to cattle, sheep, goats, &c. In
1852, Jang had a number of deer of different
breeds in an inclosure, with high walls, of
some thirty or forty acres. This inclosure is
about two hundred or three hundred yards
only from the Hospital and Residency
compound. A leopard, in the autumn of 1852,
having found out this preserve, used to come
down about every second night and kill and
eat one or more deer. These leopards are very
vicious, often killing apparently for the mere
excitement of it. One night this leopard killed
three deer, of which he ate the half of one
and merely sucked the blood from the throats
of the others. On his way back to the Nagarjun
mountain, where he had taken up his abode,
and to which we tracked him, he fell in with a
Brahmany Bull, asleep probably on the ground.
The leopard, although his hunger had been
sated by the deer, killed the bull too, and
sucked the blood from his throat. Probably
he was thirsty, and wished for a draught of
something toothy! | accompanied Jang one
morning on foot in following the track of this
brute. He had a number of attendants with
him and some shikaries. It was wonderful to
see how the latter followed the track by his
footsteps, where it was often quite
imperceptible, not only to me, but even to
Jung. We tracked him nearly half up the
mountain, when the j jungle became so thick
that we were obliged to give up the pursuit.

On our way | had incidentally
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informed Jang that | had not yet had breakfast,
and was very hungry. He said nothing, but,
without informing me, instantly sent off an
express to Thappatalli for breakfast to be sent
to meet him. On our way back we met the
carriage coming at full gallop; it stopped at
once; out got a jemadar, and produced, to my
surprise, an excellent still warm breakfast.
Jang and his companions squatted down on
the road-side, and directed me to do the
same, about two or three yards from them.
Out came fowls, stewed, curried, &c. ; goat’s
meat, grilled, stewed; cutlets of pork; pilaued
pheasant; eggs in different forms; some very
nice crisp sort of cracknell ; chapatis of
different kinds; with some fruits, &c. On this
we all made a most hearty meal, Jang always
helping me first with his own hands ; no
knives, forks, or spoons, or plates had been
brought, so | used the knife and fork which
Nature had given me, and ate my food off a
plate made of leaves of the sal tree sewn
together. After breakfast | distributed
cheroots, of which the Nipalese are very fond,
especially when they do not have to pay for
them. | returned home.

Two or three days after, this identical
leopard was caught in a trap* which had been
set for him in the course of his “ run “ on the
Nagarjun mountain. He was taken to
Thappatalli, and in the afternoon of the same
day | went down to see him killed. Jang
proposed turning him out into a “ bear-pit,”
constructed after the model of the pits in our
English Zoological Gardens, in which were
seven or eight bears. The trap was accordingly
placed on the parapet surrounding the edge

(* Their traps for wild beasts are very ingeniously
constructed. It is a long box, like a mouse-trap with a
small chamber at the end, in which a live goat is tied.
This chamber is separated from the principal one by
a hanging door, supported by a string, connected
with the principal door of the trap. When the beast
enters, and puts his foot on a little bit of stick to
which the strings are tied, both doors fall at the same
moment. He is caught, and the goat is saved, being
separated from him in a different chamber.)

of the pit, and which was about fifteen feet in
diameter. An old bear clambered to the top of
the pole to watch the proceedings, and we
stood round the parapet expecting to see the
beast fall or spring into the pit among the
bears. The door of the trap was raised, when
in a moment, with a horrid and peculiar noise,
between a roar and a growl, the leopard made
a tremendous bound out of the trap, right
across the pit, just clearing the old bear on
the pole, touched the opposite parapet with
his feet, close by two men who were standing
there, and sprung down into the garden.
Finding himself once again free, he crouched
down on a little bit of lawn about twenty yards
off, and began to reconnoitre; looking up
coolly at us, and evidently waiting to see our
intentions. On our making no demonstrations
of hostility, he sneaked off into a thick hedge,
about eight feet high, close behind which was
the wall of the garden. This was about 3 p.m.
Jang, who thoroughly knows the habits of
these beasts, said he would remain there
perdu till night without straying, so we might
safely leave him for an hour or two, while we
went to see a boar-fight, and he could send
for his dogs. In the course of an hour or two
we returned, and, as he had foretold, found
our friend still in the same place. We could
not see him, as the hedge was too thick, but
the rustling told us his whereabouts. Jang,
who was very inveterate against this
particular leopard, in consequence of the
number of his deer which he had killed,
determined to try and have a cut at him with
his talwar. Telling me to keep close to him,
and rather behind, we went down to the
gravel walk, in front of the hedge where the
brute was concealed. Jang stood about ten
yards from the hedge, with his talwar raised;
| close behind him. Captain Sutaram threw a
number of stones into the hedge. Disturbed
and irritated, out rushed the beast with a roar,
straight at where we were standing. The great
majority of the spectators made rather a hasty
retreat. Jang stood like a rock; up went the
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talwar, forward came the leopard ; another
instant, and | thought it was all up with him.
He seemed, however, daunted by Jang’s
steady bearing, and seeing the glittering
talwar commence its descent, he suddenly
made a backward spring, when he was only
about a yard from Jang, and disappeared again
in the hedge.

Jang now sent for the dogs. About
twenty Nipal hunting-dogs were brought, but
were at once set aside as useless. He then
sent for his imported Highland deer-hounds,
“ Pearl “ and “ Diamond,” with their three
young ones, the latter being twenty months
old. The dogs were brought down to the gravel
walk, taken up to the edge of the hedge,
where the brute was, and then all together
loosed with an encouraging “hist.” Then was
seen the superiority of the pluck and blood
and breeding of the British dog. Without a
sound, no barking, yelping, or even growling,
and without one second’s hesitation, in they
all went with a rush. There was a tremendous
scuffle, some fierce growling from the
leopard, and the shaking of the bushes told
us what a scrimmage was going on ; but the
dogs never gave tongue. We could see
nothing, from the thickness of the hedge. In
about half a minute they emerged, dragging
the leopard with them on to the gravel walk.
The two old dogs had him firmly, one by the
throat, the other by the side of the head ; the
three others were fixed on his shoulders and
neck. They were all throttling him ; he
struggled hard, but could do nothing, except
scratch somewhat with his claws. The dogs
shook him repeatedly till he was apparently
dead, when they were taken away. However,
by throwing some water over him, he revived
a little again, and then all the Nipal shikari
dogs were loosed on him, about twenty in
number ; the majority, however, were afraid
to touch him even then, helpless as he was ; a
few shook him and bit him about the head.
The life appearing at last out of him, he was
suspended by his neck against a post, with his

belly to the post, the body hanging loose,
steadied only by its weight. With a talwar, a
Korassan blade, Jang then with one blow,
about the centre of the back, cut the body in
two ; the lower half being prevented from
dropping to the ground only by a small portion
of the loose skin of the belly which remained
uncut. The Nipal dogs were then brought up
and blooded ; they devoured the entrails,
liver, &c, with great avidity, poor beasts, as if
they were half-starved.

On another occasion, when | was at
Thappatalli, a large leopard was loosed from
a trap on a small lawn where Jang, myself, and
a few others were standing. Jang and his
attendants were armed with talwars or
kookeries.* With a stifled roar the beast
rushed towards an open walk close by, at
which a sepoy was standing with his kookery
ready in his right hand and his turban wrapped
round his left arm, which he used as a shield.
The beast raised himself on his hind legs, and
endeavoured to strike down the man with his
fore-paws, but at the moment of contact the
man caught him a blow with his kookery which
cut his jaw in half and his head open, and as
he staggered back he caught him another
backhander over the other side of the head,
which cut through his eye into the skull. The
beast fell to the ground, roaring horribly. Jang
rushed in, and with his talwar cut his body
open, so that the liver and entrails protruded
(breaking his talwar by the force of the blow),
and after a blow or two more the brute was
dead. A few days afterwards | met a common
woodcutter on the road bringing in on his back
the skin of a large leopard, stuffed with straw,
but cut about a good deal on the head,
otherwise uninjured. It appeared that the
leopard had attacked the man while alone in
the jungle cutting wood ; the man repulsed
and finally killed the brute with blows of his
kookery, sustaining no injury himself. He was
bringing in the skin as evidence to enable him

(* Kookery (or kukri), the short sword or knife used by
the Gorkas, whether in hunting or in war.—Ed.)
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to claim the five rupees* which is always given
by the Nipal Government as a reward to
anyone who kills a leopard in the jungles. The
man did not seem to think he had performed
any remarkable feat.

Jang is very fond of getting up “buffalo
fights.” A large well-fed bull buffalo is kept in
a paddock ; another bull is then driven into
the same paddock. The two rivals approach
each other cautiously, occasionally stopping
and pawing the ground ; after a short time
they close, but without any rush. Forehead to
forehead they stand, and lock their horns
together. Then they begin to get excited; their
tales lash their sides, and they push away,
each trying to gore his opponent’s head and
neck with his horns. Sometimes they get down
on their knees, and if one’s head slips, so as
to unlock their horns, one or both generally
get severely gored on the neck or shoulders ;
but as long as their horns remain locked it is a
mere pushing match and no damage is done.
They continue in this way sometimes for half-
an-hour, neither one giving way. At length one
feels himself overmatched, and suddenly
giving way, bolts off as hard as he can go, the
other pursuing. If the victorious one can come
up with the beaten one, he gores him and
endeavours to upset him from behind. He
rarely succeeds, however, as both are two
much winded to run either far or fast ; and
fear makes the beaten one run faster than the
other.

At this time, while in retreat from a
contest, the buffalo is a very dangerous animal
to meet ; he will gore anybody who stands in
his way. During the fight, while horns are
interlocked, they seem so absorbed in the
excitement of the fight as to be unaware of
the approach of anyone or of anything going
on around them. In one case, | saw a sepoy

(* If any sepoy, or Government servant, sees or hears
of a leopard or other wild beast in or about the
valley, and fails to report it to the minister, he is
fined Jive rupees.)

approach two who were fighting (either of
whom would have attacked him had he been
disengaged), and with a kookery hack away
for five minutes at a log of wood which had
been secured to the fore leg of one of the
buffaloes, to prevent his doing harm, and
which now fettered his movements in the
fight. The man after some trouble cut through
it and took it off from the chain. Neither
buffalo took the slightest notice of him, nor
of one of Jang’s English dogs who had come
up and stood barking and yelling at them
within a yard or two of their heads.

At Thappatalli | saw a young cow
buffalo, about two years old, with horns not
more than a foot long, turned into a pit in
which was a full-grown though rather young
tiger, who had never had so large an animal
given him before. This was the same tiger who
was brought up into the room, led by one man
holding him by a chain, to see Lord Grosvenor
and party when they visited Thappatalli.

The tiger flew at the buffalo and
seized her by the head, bringing her down on
her knees. With a violent effort the buffalo
threw him off. The tiger returned to the
charge, but the buffalo planted so well-
delivered a blow with her horns in the tiger’s
belly that it threw him some yards across the
pit against the wall.

The tiger on this retreated to his den,
a sort of cavern, about three feet high and
four feet deep, constructed to protect him
from the weather, &c. In this he crouched
down, and would not come out again. The
buffalo by this time was so excited and
infuriated, that she actually went down on her
knees at the mouth of the den, and
endeavoured to get hold of the tiger with her
teeth and drag him out. The tiger howled and
roared, but would not come out ; so the buffalo
was eventually shot in the pit. In the jungles,
a tiger will never attack a herd of wild
buffaloes, and very rarely a single one unless
he can spring on him unawares.

(To be continued) 4
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