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Henry Ambrose Oldfield's

22

We crossed and recrossed the Rapti
three or four times, in some of the fords the
water coming up nearly to the elephants’
bellies ; and at about eight miles from
Hetowara came upon a little temporary
village, called Dardara, consisting of about
twenty huts formed of grass and bamboo, in
which reside a few of the natives of the Terai,
and others who are in attendance on the
crowds of cattle which come in thousands
from all parts of India to pasture in the Terai.

We passed Dardara and encamped,
about one mile beyond it, on an open spot on
the left bank of the river. The tents and traps
were late in coming up. The sepoys in camp,
immediately they arrived, set to work at
building, first for the big- wigs, myself
included, and afterwards for themselves,
small temporary huts, which they quickly
constructed of strong sticks and stakes stuck
into the ground, and then boughs, with leaves
on them, interwoven upon and between
them. They made them generally three-sided,
with roof, and open only on one side. Of course
these would not protect against heavy rains,
but they answer capitally against the cold and
the dew. A range of them, in about half an
hour, were constructed on my piece of ground,
in which | put my servants, &c.

21st December.—Before daybreak the
camp was awake and preparing to start. On
joining the rendezvous in front of Jang’s tent,
| found an immense fire, round which Jang
and his brethren were standing, the King on
an elephant being also present.

About a mile from our encamping-
ground we crossed the river, and, quitting the
valley of the Rapti, directed our course
through some low ground, covered with
tremendous grass-jungle for three or four

miles, when we came down on another
stream, the Manhauri, which, rising among the
hills to the north, follows a long and winding
course, and at last falls into the Rapti near
Chitaun. The stream is a considerable one ; in
some places its channel is upwards of one
hundred yards wide; in others, where the
channel is narrowed by rocks or adjacent hills,
the stream is strong and the volume of water
considerable. Like all these mountain streams,
its bed is rocky and the water brilliantly clear
; immense boulders lie about in all directions,
indicating the power of the torrent when
swollen by the rains. The hills on either side
are richly covered with thick jungle, and there
was no trace visible of any attempt at
cultivation ; all was wild, grand, and very
picturesque.

We followed up the course of this
stream for five or six miles, fording it
frequently ; occasionally, where the river
made an abrupt bend, cutting across the little
promontories, so as to save distance, but
never leaving the bed of the river for any time.
We saw no game of any sort save a few wild
ducks. The ground was so rough and stony that
our progress was but slow. About noon we
arrived at the ground where it was proposed
we should halt for three or four days in order
to catch the elephants of which intelligence
had been brought to Jang that they were in
the immediate neighbourhood. The river
here, after bending abruptly round the base
of a small but almost precipitously conical
rocky hill about one hundred feet high,
emerged by a narrow channel through a sort
of gorge, on one side of which the rock was
quite precipitous, to the water’s edge ; on the
other was the aforesaid little steep hill, its
sides sloping very steeply down to the river.
(To be continued) <y
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