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Henry Ambrose Oldfield's

O KENNCHESIEROMINIRATRE

CHAPTER XXVI...

PLOT AGAINST JANG BAHADUR

It appeared that two days before, General
Badri Nur Singh Kunwar Ranaji (Jang’s younger
brother) and General Jai Bahadur Kunwar Ranaji
(his first cousin), had visited Bam, and after
informing him, on the authority of Kaji Karbar
Khatri, that Jang had lost his caste in England, by
eating meat and drinking wine with and from the
hands of Europeans, as well as by various other
acts incompatible with his caste as a Hindu, they
told him that they were determined to take Jang’s
life, to subvert his Government, and get all power
into their own hands; that the Mahila Sahib (the
King’s younger brother) was a party to the scheme,
and that they, the conspirators, only wanted his
(Barn’s) assistance and consent, and they were
prepared to carry the plot into immediate
execution, and in event of its success, Bam himself
should be appointed Premier. Bam, with
characteristic craft, professed to enter into all their
views, but begged for a day or two’s delay before
the assassination should take place. With great tact
and skill he drew out from the conspirators all the
details of their plan, professing all along to be most
anxious to assist and further them. Once master
of all the facts, he determined to reveal the whole
to Jang, and not only save his life and so frustrate
the plot, but secure the arrest of all the
conspirators. His courage, however, for two days
failed him; he felt acutely the painful position in
which he was placed — he had the lives of his two
brothers in his hands; and he could only save the
life of the elder one by betraying the guilty and so
ensuring the capital punishment of the younger.
His difficulty was increased by feeling that Jang
would naturally suspect, and would probably
accuse him of having been originally a party to the
plot, and of having only now abandoned it and
betrayed his companions in consequence either of
having been unable “to screw his courage to the
sticking point,” or else of having had misgivings as

to the probable success of the conspiracy, or
perhaps from having quarrelled with the others as
to the ultimate division of power and place and
patronage in case the conspiracy should be
successful. In any case his motives and conduct
would be liable to be suspected. His sense of duty,
however, prevailed, and after two days’ hesitation
he revealed the whole to Jans: near midnight of
the 16th of February, it having been arranged that
the assassination should take place on the morning
of the 17th.
TRIAL OF THE PLOTTERS

Jang, Bam, and a few followers, all armed,
immediately repaired to the Kot, assembled the
guards, and before the intelligence could be
circulated so as to put them on the alert,
despatched parties, each one hundred strong, to
the residences of the accused, with orders neither
to ask nor answer any questions, but to cut down
any or all who resisted, and to bring the Mahila
Sahib, the two generals (either alive or dead), and
Kaji Karbar Khatri without delay to the Kot. Colonel
Jagat Shamsher was sent to arrest Jai Bahadur,
while Barra Captain Rana Mir Adhikari, Jang’s oldest
as well as most undaunted and welltried friend,
was despatched to secure the most formidable of
the conspirators, General Badrinar Singh. Colonel
Dher Shamsher, meantime, was ordered to charge
all the guards throughout the city with men from
his own corps, and to collect and keep in readiness
a body of Jang’s own regiments, sufficient, if
necessary, to bear down any opposition which
might be attempted. With such secrecy and
promptness, however, were all these orders
executed, that no opposition in any quarter was
attempted, the tranquillity of the capital was
undisturbed, and. within two hours from the time
when they were delivered, all four prisoners,
heavily ironed, were brought to the Kot, where, in
the interim, Jang had assembled a number of the
Sardars, and the King and his father, the ex-King,
had arrived and were holding a Darbar to deliberate
on the guilt of the accused. At first the prisoners
stoutly denied their guilt, and the examination
having lasted till morning without eliciting a
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confession, the Darbar was adjourned. During the
following day, however, a paper clearly implicating
them all was found, and having been produced,
they fully acknowledged their guilt and confessed
to having conspired to put to death the Prime
Minister and to cause a revolt against the existing
government of the country. The first question, as
to their guilt, having been settled, the nature of
their punishment had to be decided.

A grand Council was assembled, at which
the King and his father, the ex-King, were present.
Neither the King nor his father voted on the
subject, but they said that whatever punishment
should be awarded on the other prisoners, the
Mabhila Sahib should receive and suffer the same.
The Darbar at first unanimously determined that
the prisoners should be put to death, but to this
decision Jang, who was the only dissentient, would
not consent. After further deliberation, the Darbar
agreed to spare their lives on condition that they
were deprived of eye-sight. The Darbar considered
it necessary to deprive them of eye-sight, and so
make them helpless, as the only means of securing
those who had voted on the matter, or who had
taken any part in the proceedings, from the future
vengeance of the prisoners, in case they should
ever regain their liberty, either by escaping from
prison, or in course of any subsequent revolution
or change of parties, a contingency in Nipal which
may at any moment occur. The Darbar were
especially afraid of the future vengeance of General
Badrinar Singh, should he ever regain his liberty.
He was a man of considerable talent, great energy
and activity, and of a very violent and vindictive
disposition. He was known, also, to possess great
personal influence over the troops.

Jang, however, determined not to yield to
the severe measures recommended by the Darbar,
and in this humane decision he was strongly
supported by the tears and supplications of his
mother, a lady of irreproachable character, of great
judgment and decision, and who has always
possessed very great influence over Jang Bahadur,
and who has always exercised that influence on
the side of clemency and mercy.

JANG'S CLEMENCY

Considerations of policy as well as of
humanity doubtless had some weight on this
occasion with the Minister. In a state where the

tenure of power is always so uncertain as it must
be in Nipal, Jang could not but be aware that great
odium might hereafter attach to any maltreatment
of the person of a member of the royal family,
especially when that member was heir-
presumptive to the throne. He was therefore
peculiarly unwilling to revive in the present case a
punishment which had not been practised in Nipal,
even on the lowest criminals, for many years past.
Considerable discussion took place, but no decision
was come to. At last Jang, as a “tertium quid,”
persuaded the Darbar to apply to the friendly aid
of the British Government to confine them in the
fortress either of Chunar or of Allahabad, for the
term of their natural lives By this plan he hoped
not only to save their lives and eye-sight, but to
obviate any danger of their escape, and of the
disturbances which would be certain to ensue
should they regain their liberty. His own life also
he felt would never be secure so long as the
prisoners remained confined in their own country,
where their presence might and would probably
at any time excite discontent, and act as a point of
union to those in the state who were disaffected
to the present authorities. The general feeling of
the army, as well as of the Darbar, was to put the
prisoners to death, and so fearful were the Darbar
of the prisoners’ escape, that for their own
protection they firmly adhered to their
determination to enforce the decree of death or
blinding against the prisoners, unless the British
Government could be induced to undertake their
custody, and they openly and officially announced
that if, “within a month,” the Governor-General
should not accede to Jang’s request to confine
them within British territory, the law must take its
course and their eye-sight be destroyed.
Meantime, the prisoners, Prince Upindra Bikram
Sah, General Badrinar Singh Kunwar Ranaji, and
General Jai Bahadur Kunwar Ranaji, remained as
prisoners at the Kot, guarded by a whole regiment,
under a colonel, two captains, and a proportion of
subaltern officers. It was found necessary to keep
Badrinar Singh’s hands bound, as he would
undoubtedly have attempted to commit suicide.
The other two prisoners were confined in separate
rooms and strictly watched, but were not bound
in any way.

(To be continued) @
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