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Feeding the child with solid food was the next im-
portant stage in the life of the child. So long it was
on the mother's milk. But after six or seven months
its body developed and required greater amount and
different types of food, while the quantity of the
mother's milk diminished. So, for the benefit of the
child should be weaned away from the mother and
some substitute for her milk should be given to the
baby. Thusthis Samskarawas connected with the sat-

isfaction of the physical need of the child. (Pandey,
2013, p. 90)
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CHAPTER XXIV...
CHANGES IN THE GOVERNMENT

Jang's exclusion from office was the result
of his being looked on by the King and Queen as a
partisan of the Heir-Apparent, whose influence at
this juncture was giving way before that of his step-
mother, and who was known to favour Jang, while
he detested the other Ministers. At the same time,
Jang was known to be a man of so much energy,
talent, and daring, that the Court could not afford
to make an enemy of him; he was therefore al-
lowed to retain the rank of general, with the com-
mand of the three regiments previously given to
him. But he had no actual office in the Government.

The new Cabinet professed very friendly
sentiments towards the British Government, and
the Maharajah formally offered the use of his army
in the event of hostilities occurring between the
British and the Sikhs. He repeated the offer on
hearing of the battles of Mudki and Firozeshahr.
The Lahor Government applied to the Nipalese to
assist them by making a diversion in our rear, in
the Terai or towards Oudh. The King sent an answer
that "when the Sikhs had taken Delhi, it would be
time enough to think of it." At the time of the Panjab
war, individuals might, and did, talk arrogantly of
war; but no party, nor people of influence, ever
thought of serious collision with the British.

After hearing of the victory of Sobraon the
Rajah made a formal request to the Governor-Gen-
eral, "that the British Government, in this day of
its triumph, and augmented possessions, should
give something out of its abundance to its poor
friend of Nipal, which had been so staunch, and
offered her troops so often." He modestly asked
for Kamaon, or some territory in the Terai yielding
two or two and a half lakhs!

CHAPTER XXV.

For upwards of a year after the murder of
Martabar Singh no material changes occurred in
the state of parties and politics at Kathmandu.
Unavowed jealousies naturally existed among the
Ministers, but nothing occurred which seemed
likely to lead to a “ breach of the peace.”

There were three distinct parties at the
capital: —

1st. The party of the Queen, who was
anxious to secure the crown for her own son, and

meantime the Regency for herself. This party, by
far the most powerful, was led by General Gagan
Singh, Com- mander-in-Chief. Although a parvenu,
his personal demeanour was not arrogant, but his
birth and previous occupation made him unpopular
with the other chiefs; while his notorious amour
with the Queen made him an object of jealousy
and dislike to the King and royal family. He always
openly used the name and authority of the Queen,
whose agent he professed to be, and on whom he
was constantly in attendance.

2nd. The party of the Heir-Apparent.—
The Prince was now comparatively quiet, and his
party neither numerous nor strong. His chief
partisan, Jang Bahadur, was growing lukewarm, and
seemed half inclined to join the Queen’s side.

3rd. The party of the Rajah. — This
included the Chauntrias and many of the more
quiet and least ambitious of the chiefs. The King,
though weak and vacillating himself, had hitherto
succeeded in playing the rival parties so cleverly
one against the other that things had, on the whole,
turned out very much to his own profit and
advantage. His chief stay was on Fateh Jang, a high-
minded and unambitious chief, who was then
evidently waiting for events, and though nominally
Premier, took very little part in any of the business
of Government except that belonging to the foreign
department. General Abhiman Rana followed the
lead of Fateh Jang, and confined his attention to
civil affairs. He was a sensible, well-disposed man,

but of no great energy or ability.
(To be continued)if»
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“Creation of predecessors — Our art and culture”
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