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CHAPTER XXIV...
INTRIGUES OF THE RANI.

She thereupon calculated that, if she could suc-
ceed in bringing back Martabar Singh to Nipal and se cur-
ing to him the Premiership, a desire for vengeance on
his own enemies, as well as a feeling of gratitude to her
for effecting his restoration, would induce that states-
man to join her party so cordially, that she hoped to make
him a tool in her hands to. remove, in the first place, her
and his political enemies, and after-wards to set aside
the children of that Maharani who had been the cause of
all his and his uncle's mis-fortunes.

Acting on these principles, she easily con-
vinced her imbecile husband that the Thappas were
the only party on whom reliance could be placed for
the proper government of the country, and that he
should lose no time in persuading Martabar Singh to
return to Nipal and investing him with the office of
Premier.

General Martabar Singh had been living in vol-
untary exile in the British territories ever since 1838.

Intimation was accordingly sent to him by the
Rajah, that he and the whole country were now coninced
of the gross injustice which had been perpetrated
against Bhim Sen and the Thappas generally, and assur-
ances were given to him that his return to Nipal would
lead not only to his own appointment as Premier, but to
the restoration, to himself, to his family, and to all their
adherents, of their confiscated property and titles. At
the same time that ho sent these messages to Martabar
privately, the King publicly invested Fathe Jang Chautria
with almost unlimited power as Minister, and professed
the most abounded confidence in his talents and sagac-
ity. The King wished to threw Fathe Jang off his guard,
and, by betraying him into some unusual stretch of power,
to make him unpopular, and so prepare the way for his
downfall.

Martabar Singh was too well aware of the in-
sincerity of the King, and the insecurity of everything in
Nipal, to yield at once to these alluring promises. He,
however, left Simla, where he had been residing for
some time on a pension of R. 1,000 a. month from our
Government, and came to Gorakhpur, the proximity of
which place to the Nipalese frontier would enable him
to communicate easily with his friends at Kathmandu,
and to ascertain from their reports the real state of feel-
ing in the country, and what reliance he could place on
the specious promises and prospects held out to him by
his royal master.

As soon as it was known that he was on his way
to the frontier, great anxiety was exhibited among all
classes of the community for his arrival at the capital.
Everyone sympathised with him in the misfortunes
which he had undergone, and felt eager to atone for the
indignities which had so unjustly been heaped on his
late illustrious uncle. There was a general reaction in
favour of the Thappas.

RETURN OP MARTABAR SINGH.

In February 1843 a deputation was dispatched
to Gorakhpur to meet him and escort him up to Nipal.
In an evil hour Martabar accepted the invitation they
brought him from the King, and quitting the protection
of the British territories, he proceeded towards the capi-
tal of Nipal, accompanied by the deputation and a guard
of honour. After halting for a few days on the confines
of the valley, on the 17th of April lie entered the city of
Kathmandu, where he had an audience of the King, by
whom he was received with the greatest distinction.
lie was attended on his entrance into Nipal by his
nephew, Kaji Jung Bahadur, then quite a young man,
who, since the downfall of Bhim Sen, had managed to
elude the vengeance of the dominant party by leading
a retired life, but who now took advantage of the re-
cent change in public opinion to join his uncle on his
way to Nipal, and, in attendance upon him, to come
forward for the first time as a political character. This is
the first appearance of Jang Bahadur on the stage of
Nipalese politics, in which he has been destined to play
so very prominent a part.

Martabar at once demanded to be confronted
with the former accusers of his uncle, in order that the
charge of poisoning, under which his family had been
ruined, might be fairly investigated. After a full investi-
gation by a council of chiefs, the charges against Bhim
Sen were declared to have been groundless; and the
character and conduct of Martabar, as well as of his uncle,
were declared to be cleared of all reproach. During the
investigation before the Council, certain of the Pandis
confessed to having perjured themselves in the pros-
ecution of Bhim Sen, and to having willfully deceived
the King their statements of the case, with a view to
leading to Bhim Sen's overthrow. These parties were
denounced by the Court as deserving of death; and a
proclamation was issued by the King, vindicating the
memory of Bhim Sen, and promising reparation to the
Thapas as a party, and restitution to Martabar and his
family of all their confiscated property.

(To be continued)@
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BHAKTAPUR MUNICIPALITY

33.84% decreased

42.01% decreased

Gautam Prasad Lasiwa
Tourism Officer

TOURIST RECORD
ANNUAL 2076/2077
Post & Centre N. C. Voucher (NC) [  Dollar ($) Total SAARC G.Total Remarks
|kHAUMA 37376 2667 609 40652| 31359 72011
ISANOBYASI 22991 1869 458 25318 27046 52364
THULOBYASI 838 32 4 874 312 1186
[mAHAKALI 308 26 2 336 218 554
|BEKHAL 651 39 4 694 329 9
|MULDHOKA 191 0 0 191 58 249
|KAMALBINAYAK 1068 32 16 1116 302 1418
CHYAMHASINHA 12506 2022 170 14698 6169 20867
JAGATI 319 0 2 321 123 444
|BHELUKHEL 433 2 9 444 66 510
RAMMANDIR 3803 201 50 4054 1183 5237
BARAHI 792 14 10 816 132 948
BANSHGOPAL 276 2 10 288 80 368
BHARVACHO 3402 185 42 3629 683 4312
Running 3 0 0 3 1 4
TOTAL 84957 7091 1386 93434| 68061 161495
Non SAARC SAARC & China Total

2076177 93434 2076 /77 68061 2076 177 161495
2075176 141216 2075176 117372 2075176 258588

-47782 -49311 -97093

37.55% decreased
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