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Teacher’s
Commendable Role
for Enhancing Student
Centered Learning
Atmosphere

Prof. Bhupendra Hada, Ph.D.

The Context

Teaching is a challenging job, but we
often take it easy and light. In reality, it is one of
the most complex, sensitive and challenging
works, when done. A teacher can motivate the
students (learners) in the classroom through
some incentives and s/he can teach them in a
way and style that s/he can learned in the training
period. From this, students can be made capable
as well as suitable and efficient human resources
and they can adjust in any complex society with
their knowledge and learned activities. Thus, this
can only be possible through trained teacher and
s/her commendable role.

Saying in the context of nation that
today’s students are pillars of the nation. If
our educational standard does not go in
perfect harmony with the development
process of the world, the products of
education won’t be able to face the complex
situations (Upreti, 1997: 03).

Similarly, Bansal (2004, cited in Sharma,
2006: 124) opined his view that to become a
good teacher, s/he should have knowledge of
behavioral science, should understand the global
and social environment by which the student
centered learning can be enhanced.

Likewise, the German renowned scholar
and educationist Friedrich August Froebel

expressed his notion that the teacher should
start the lesson in the classroom, while the child
prepares to learn. Itis clear from his notion that
if the child is not ready to learn, a teacher can’t
encourage him/her and his/her teaching in the
classroom can be in vain. Hence, a teacher can
concentrate the lesson in students by s/her
different roles.

Keeping in view with the teacher’s role,
the effective teacher is one who has the skills
and knowledge of how to bring about learning
and the desire for learning in those who are being
taught.

Most recently, the literature on teaching
has identified that effective teachers are those
that ascribe no blame to the student for not
learning. Instead, the effective teacher searches
for a remedy in terms of content, method or
feedback to the student with some learning
difficulty. Put simply, the problem of not being
able to learn lies in the curriculum not in the
student. The teacher accepts a professional
responsibility to find a way that the student can
learn. The teacher had no hard and fast recipe
for an individual’s problems. Hence, teaching is
not a technical activity that can be prescribed
by rules or formulae. Rather, it is a complex
activity (Cumming, 2003: 95- 96).

Some educationists and sociologists
rightly pointed out that quality improvement of
a society depends primarily on good teachers
and their meaningful teaching. Their notions are
focused on the teacher’s role that the progress
of a country depends upon the quality of its
teachers and for this reason: teaching is the
noblest among all professions (Sharma, 1997,
cited in Kafle and Aryal, 2000: 114).

It is revealed from above scholars’
opinion that the new improved society is
definitely depend upon good teachers and their
commendable role.

Situation of School Children in Nepal

Schoolis regarded as a holy place and it
is also said to be the symbol of social civilization.
Students receive formal education for good
citizenship, good behavior and learn morale to
make their future bright.
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In our developing Country Nepal,
students come to study from different cultural
and financial backgrounds. Because, Nepal is a
poor and landlocked country, where people with
multi culture, multi caste, multi religion and
different customs live. In the adamant rural areas
of Nepal, children are facing several problems
with family, financial, geographical and
transportation facilities. In this critical way,
children drop out and repeat the same grade and
consequently, they cause decrease in number of
students.

In such a reverse circumstance, to divert
the attention of students towards the study,
teacher should play the dynamic role. Teacher’s
dynamic role enhances to create different
learning activities in the country. To reduce the
educational wastage in the education center,
teachers’ efficiency, students centered learning
activities and successful students’ admissions are
deemed necessary. Hence, teachers and
community people should make the parents
aware of their problems.

In this respect, teachers can play the
various roles to motivate the parents by various
public awareness programs, such as ‘Ghardailo
Program’ and ‘Ghumti Toli Shivir’ to send their
children in the school. From this, parents can
understand the meaning and values of education
by teacher’s meaningful activities and they send
their children for their future brightness and the
progress of their children smoothly (Hada, 2016:
114-115).

Similarly, almost schools of Nepal have
children from ethnic minority groups. Without
physical infrastructure, suitable instructional
materials, various incentives to children, indeed,
it is very difficult to create the fruitful learning
activities in the classroom. In this scenario,
Bruner (cited in Karmacharya, 2003: 124) pointed
out “Through culture is manmade, nothing is
culture free, individuals are mirrors of their
cultures.” If the classroom doesn’t reflect the
children’s culture and social context, students
feel bore and quite uncomfortable in the class
and teacher has difficulty in adjusting with the
cultural complexities, There is much difference

in the socio-cultural contexts of home and the
school.

In line with this, an American Sociologist
Talcott Parsons (1950s) brightened that school
acts as a bridge between the family and society
as a whole, preparing the child for s/her adult
role. In this way, school represents society in
miniature. By reflecting the operation of society
as a whole, the school prepares young people
for their adult roles. As a part of this process,
schools socialize young people into the basic
values of society (Parsons, 1950s, cited in
Haralombos and Heald, 1980: 175).

From above notions expressed by
different scholars towards the school, it is clear
that the situation of children of Nepal is merciful
and critical. Schools can accomplish thus the will
and desire of every child by teachers’ meaningful
and effective teaching. Hence, schools can
produce the capable, efficient, dedicated skilled
manpower to raise overall development of
society through teacher’s meaningful and
effective teaching and this becomes the one of
the key responsibilities of teachers.

The Concept of Student Centered
Learning School

A student centered learning school is
called that school, which organizes and nurtures
the achievements of children’s (students) basic
rights especially parents of students and values
of many kinds of contributions they can make in
seeking all children to go to school in the
development of a learning atmosphere for
students and meaningful learning quality
according to the children’s present and future
needs.

Similarly, the learning atmosphere of
student centered schools are characterized by
equity, balance, freedom, solidarity, non-
violence and a concern for physical, mental as
well as emotional health. These lead to the
development of knowledge, skills, attitudes and
morale, so that students can live together in a
harmonious way. A student centered school thus
nurtures a school friendly child support children
for the development and a school friendly
community (https:/bribhav, word press.com .../
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creating child friendly environment in classroom,
Feb.24,2011).

Likewise, student centered schools bring
together students and members of the
community to develop and act on ways to
ameliorate their school atmosphere. The
students (children) are thus known as natural
learner.

In the same way, the key duty of a
teacher is to support students’ capacities by
providing a school culture, teaching behavior,
and curriculum contents on the basis of child
psychology. The concept of student centered
learning thus ensures physically safe,
emotionally secure and psychologically enabling
atmosphere.

From above discussions connote that
student centered learning schools are deemed
necessary and congenial for the progress of
students/children and it can be safe, secure and
future bright. Hence, the teacher’s commendable
role is to create the favorable atmosphere to
overall development of the child.

Solutions to Address Student Centered

Learning Atmosphere

There are many solutions to address the

student centered learning atmosphere. Keeping

in view with this, some relevant solutions are to

be addressed to inspire the learning atmosphere,

which are mentioned below :

¢ Regular parent- teacher interaction should
be encouraged, because if parents convinced
and understood the value of education, they
can definitely send their children to school,
otherwise they don’t show interest. Hence
regular interaction program can attract and
convinced their mind.

¢ As physical facilities of the school affect more
to teaching learning atmosphere, the infra
structure made available in abundance to
ease the process of teaching learning
atmosphere and to increase the student
centered leaning atmosphere in an effective
way.

¢ Motivation, encouragement, reward and
punishments are inevitable to be linked with
students’ and most responsible to raise the

standard and quality of school. From this,
parents are excited to enroll their children
in school.

¢ Headteacher observing classes from time to
time, teacher’s meeting in school from time
to time, teachers reporting from time to
time about students’ progress, schools’
organized parents’ meeting, teachers devote
full time in class, extra classes for weak
students and class supervision by school
supervisors from time to time are some of
the prime noticeable factors that contribute
to raise the quality of education and
enhances to create positive (+ve)
atmosphere as well.

¢ Now, a dangerous “Corona Virus Disease—
2019” or Covid—19 is spreading out in the
world. It was started first from the Huawei
province of China in Wuhan city and spread
out in the world. World people are more
suffering from this disease daily. Nepal is
not apart from it. In this reference, schools
and campuses are closed in these days. ‘The
Virtual Teaching Method’, “Distance
Learning Education” and “Online Classes”
are the some of the alternative system to
raise the standard of quality education and
these methods will be more fruitful and
meaningful for this moment. Saying that,
students are more satisfied and congenial
from these learning at Bhaktapur town,
sponsored by Shree Padma College,
Bhaktapur Metropolitan City and other
schools.

If above mentioned solutions are
followed strictly by all schools of Nepal,
definitely schools’ atmosphere will be well, and
it will provide better way as well as
information for students’ future career.

Closure

Teachers are highly regarded by students
and by the whole society, because, they are the
corner stone of education and their chief
responsibility is to provide student centered
learning atmosphere. Good and trained teachers
are always required to produce capable, efficient
and dedicated manpower for the overall
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development of nation.

In the same way, the quality of students’
classroom achievement depends largely on the
teacher’s method of instruction and the
appropriate use of resources (Weinglinsky, 2000,
cited in Subedi, 2004: 19).

In this way, teachers are said to be the
major elements, who are placed at the heart of
education system, have to be more professional
in their educational career (Ur. P, 1996, cited in
Pandey, 2009).

Teaching is thus a complex business,
which involves not simply the imparting of
knowledge and skills, but also human interaction
between teachers and students.
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CHAPTER XXIII...

As evidence of the warlike feelings against the
British which the Pandis endeavoured to excite in the
mind of the Heir- Apparent in their private intercourse
with him, it may be mentioned that, in 1842, Kulraj Pandi
was daily amusing the young Prince with mock fights
between the English and Gorkhas. The English were rep-
resented by a set of low-caste raga- muffins dressed in
British uniform, and with faces painted white, and un-
der the command of some “Pariah,” who was attired in
the full-dress uniform of an English general. The Gorkhas
were commanded by a son of the late Premier and by
Kulraj Pandi himself. Of course, these actions were all
made to end in the ignominious defeat of the supposed
British forces; and the poor devils who represented them
were in the end often seriously, and even cruelly, mal-
treated by the victorious Gorkhas in order to add a little
more life and piquancy to the burlesque. A little real
blood being shed would be sure to make the exhibition
more attractive to His Royal Highness.

The very unsatisfactory way in which the Gov-
ernment of the country was being conducted, resulting as
much from the weakness of the Rajah as from the extrava-
gant conduct of the Heir-Apparent, at last induced the chiefs
of all parties to combine in an effort to secure not only a
more effective administration of the affairs of the State,
but some guarantee for the rights and liberties of them-
selves and of the people at large. The chiefs generally, as
well as the army, were anxious that without actually de-
posing the King or his son, the younger and now sole sur-
viving Rani* should be invested with full power as Regent.
This proposal was vehemently opposed by the Chautrias,
and especially by Guru Parsad, who, as a branch of the royal
family, thought such a step might lead to a change in the
succession to the throne, and, as a party, were anxious to
circumscribe, rather than enlarge, the powers of the Queen.
Ragunath Pandit, brother to the Raj Guru Krishna Ram, was
the chief and ablest supporter of the Queen, as Chautria
Guru Parsad was her chief opponent.

In December 1842 a general meeting of the
principal chiefs and of the officers of the army was held
to consider the present state of affairs, with a view to
their reform. A full, free, and rather stormy discussion
took place. The assembled chiefs and officers declared
that they would no longer obey two masters, meaning
the King and his son. They complained of the gross cru-
elties practiced by the Heir- Apparent, which the King
had apparently made no efforts to check j and of the
(* This Rani, Lakshmi Devi, had herself two sons by the King;
and it was feared that, in case of her becoming Regent, she
might endeavour to put aside, in favour of her own sons, the
two elderprinces, whose mother had died in 1841.)

Prince’s constant acts of violence and injustice, for which
the sufferers had always been refused either compensa-
tion or redress. They denounced the excessive influence
of the Chautrias over the King, and declared that it was
always exerted to the prejudice of the Rani. It was finally
determined that a committee should be formed, with or-
ders to frame a set of articles of agreement for presenta-
tion to the King, in which should be clearly set forth the
unanimous resolve of. the country that measures should
be adopted for the protection of the life, the property,
and all legitimate rights, public and personal, of all sub-
jects of the Crown, and also to ensure an effective, as well
as a responsible, administration of the Government.

The Maharajah was very anxious that his son
should be recognised as King (Maharaj-Dhiraj), but with-
out his own abdication; in fact, he wished to establish
the worst form of double government- that in which two
parties should possess power, but both of them evade
responsibility. The chiefs and officers, however, steadily
refused, and the King was obliged to yield.

At a subsequent meeting, the draft of this pe-
tition, the “Petition of Right,” as it has been called, was
submitted to the ministers, chiefs, municipal authori-
ties from all the towns of the valley, and the whole body
of officers of the army then at Kathmandu (eight thou-
sand strong), and was unanimously approved of and di-
rected to be presented to the Maharajah for signature.

On the 7th of December 1842 the draft of this
Petition of Right was carried by an immense deputation
to the Rajah in open Darbar, where it was sanctioned,
signed, and duly ratified by the King. In it, considerable
executive authority was vested in the Rani, by whom the
chiefs hoped the King would be effectively controlled.

The new rules were said to be based on those of
Dherba Sah, grandfather of Prithi Narayan, and every guar-
antee was considered to have been taken for theireffectual
performance. This revolution was completed after twelve
days’ anxiety and deliberation among the leaders and rep-
resentatives of all parties in the State, whom a common
sense of wrong and danger had united in one common
cause; and it is highly credit- ably to all parties — both those
of the people and those of the Crown — that so important
and exciting a struggle was concluded without any acts of
violence, riot, or disturbance on either side.

In conformity to the agreement he had been
bound to by the chiefs, the King, in January 1843, for-
mally invested the Rani, Lakshmi Devi, with full political
rights as Queen, promising that in all matters connected
with the government of the country he would take her
into his counsels, and act in accordance with her advice.

Chautria Fathe Jang Sah was continued in of-
fice as Premier, but the natural indolence of his charac-
ter made him a mere tool in the hands of his able brother
Guru Parsad, who was always opposed to the Queen.
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CHAPTER XXIV

HISTORY OF NIPAL - continued

1843. - But though the Maharajah, for some
years past, had been entirely in the hands of the Pandis,
and had uniformly supported their policy and party, vari-
ous causes had of late combined to alienate him from
them. The falsity of all their predictions with respect to
the downfall of the British in China and Afghanistan had
destroyed his confidence in their political sagacity; while
their support of the Heir- Apparent in his resistance and
indignities to his father, even if they did not actually
instigate him to their commission, combined with the
clumsy bungling manner in which they had allowed the

SKETCH FROM THE BOOK

Temple of Sakya Singha, at Patan

King's name to become implicated in the false charge of
having poisoned the late Queen in 1841, had made them
personally obnoxious to him. In addition to these vari-
ous reasons, the death of the late Maharani, who had
always been a firm adherent to the Pandis, not only left
their party unsupported by petticoat influence within
the Palace, but enabled the present Queen, who was
and ever had been an ally of the Thappas, to use all her
power over her imbecile husband for the advancement
of her own friends, and the ruin and disgrace of her po-
litical opponents. As long as the Maharani was alive, al-
though the Pandis continued in favour, yet the personal

as well as political rivalry between the two queens - one
an ally of the Pandis, the other of the Thappas - pre-
vented either of the two great parties of the State from
becoming unduly powerful, or from monopolising for
any length of time all the sweets of office. But no sooner
did the death of the Maharani destroy this "balance of
power" within the Palace, then the surviving Queen, now
without a rival, used all her influence over her husband
so effectually to the prejudice of her opponents, that
she soon managed to get nearly all the power of the
State into the hands of herself and her partisans. The
great object of the Queen's ambition was to set aside
her two step-children - the Heir- Apparent and his
brother - and secure the crown to the elder of her own
two sons. She knew that this scheme was impracticable
as long as either the Chautrias or Pandis remained at the
head of the Government. The Chautrias, as members of
the royal family, would naturally oppose any change in
the legitimate succession to the throne. The Pandis were
not only personally attached to the Heir-Apparent -
through whose means they hoped to be brought again,
into office - but they were certain to defend the inter-
ests of the late Maharani, who had always been a firm
supporter of them and their party. Under these circum-
stances she determined to use every effort to reinstate
the Thappas in power. The former leader of that power-
ful party, Bhim Sen, had been murdered, the present
head of it, Martabar Singh, had been driven into exile,
and the whole of their adherents had been most cruelly
persecuted by the late Maharani and her partizans the

Pandis.
(To be continued)@
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