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Henry Ambrose Oldfield's

40

For many years previous to 1792 the
Nipalese had encroached on the territories be-
yond the Himalaya, and into the plains of east-
ern Tibet. The Llama of Digarchi, spiritual fa-
ther to the Emperor of China, applied to the
Chinese for assistance, but his appli- cation
was unattended to. The Nipalese, becoming
emboldened by the apparent indifference of
the Chinese, advanced by the Kuti pass to
Digarchi, and plundered the sacred temples of
that town. The Emperor of China then dis-
patched an army of seventy ‘thousand men,
in order to inflict signal punishment on “the
rubber,” as he styled the King of Nipal. This
army advanced steadily, and, easily overcom-
ing any resistance the Gorkhas attempted to
make, reached Nayakot, only twenty miles
from Kathmandu, in Sep- tember 1792. The
Nipal Darbar, in despair, submitted to make a
hasty aid degrading treaty, the exact terms of
which are not known to us, with the Chinese
authorities. On the approach of the Chinese
army the Nipalese applied to Lord Cornwallis
for assistance by our arms.* This Lord

(* The Chinese came by the Kerang pass.
The Chinese general, Thung Than, did not descend
below the town of Dhaibung or mountain of that
name; but part of his army came to the valley of
the Trisulganga. There was an obstinate action at
Khatria between the Chinese and the Nipalese, a
day’s march from Dhai- bung. The Nipalese were
beaten.

At Hasson, midway between Dhaibung
and the Koran g pass, is a stream with a bridge
over it; and the Nipalese disputed the passage of
the bridge with the Chinese for three days.

There was an obstinate action immedi-
ately below the Deorali (Gosainthan Mount). The
Nipalese were driven hack to Dhunche thence to
Khabora. )

Cornwallis (15th September 1792) declined to
afford, on account of the peace then existing
between the British and Chinese, and the dan-
ger to our trade with Canton which would en-
sue should that peace be interrupted. He, how-
ever, offered, as soon as the Tarai opened, to
send a British envoy to mediate a peace be-
tween China and Nipal. Meantime the Nipalese
had succumbed to the Chinese, and the Impe-
rial army had been withdrawn beyond the
Himalayas.

As several subjects of discussion,
however, between the British and Nipal Gov-
ernments, still remained unadjusted, Major
Kirkpatrick, the appointed envoy, though the
ostensible object of his mission was now over,
was allowed to proceed to Kathmandu, where
he arrived on the 1st of March 1793, being
the first Englishman Avho had ever visited
Nipal.

The chief objects he had orders to
carry out were of a commercial nature; he was
totry and induce the Nipal use to act up to the
Treaty of 1792, for the encouragement of
trade and traders, especially the woolen ‘trade
with Tibet, through Nipal; and as a means of
protecting such trade, as well asimprov-in the
friendship between the two nations, he was
to urge on them the establishment of a resi-
dent British officer at the Court of Nipal. Un-
able to effect any of these objects, — the sem-
blance even of coin- ciding with our views not
being kept up by the Darbar, now that the exi-
gency which had induced them to apply to us
was passed, — Kirkpatrick returned to Bengal;
and so, terminated our first mission to the
Gorkha Court. (To be continued)
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