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THE VALUE OF HERITAGES WAS ENHANCED BY ALL THE
CULTURAL PROCEEDINGS AND PRACTICES

It is my great pleasure
to welcome you all in the
Cultural city of Bhaktapur on
this very Second International Conference on
EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING AND POST
DISASTER RECONSTRUCTION PLANNING
(ICEE-PDRP 2019)

Ladies and Gentlemen, we feel proud
to share you all that we successfully conducted
the 1st International Conference for three
days, a year after we had earthquake in 2015
to mark the first memory as well as learning
and sharing from such calamity with national
and international experts. We believe it was
of a grand success in respect of knowledge
sharing and using such knowledge in
Restoration and Reconstruction of our
monuments accordingly and got the
opportunities to learn the immense value of

® Rajani Joshi-Vice Mayor, Bhaktapur Municipality

our own society; monuments and culture. So
| therefore would like to take the opportunity
to thank all the guests, delegates and
especially participants those who have
delivered their valuable papers in 2016
conference & we just had a reminder
aftershocks yesterday morning, knocking our
doorway.

As the Vision of Bhaktapur Municipality
is to “Intellectualize our society” to make our
society be the exemplary in every action that
the society needs and make Bhaktapur “a city
of art/ architecture and culture” along with “an
arena of science and technology”, the
municipality established seven institutions as
we all know that “What we do Today can
improve all our Tomorrows”. For this, the
municipality followed the manifesto provided
by Nepal Workers and Peasants' Party.
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We, after the great Gorkha
Earthquake 2015, choose to deal with and
make awareness campaigns to the society by
studying the condition and how we can resolve
it with minimum casualties in future with such
circumstances. As we acquired knowledge
from our ancestors and follow their pathways
by analyzing what should be the best for the
time we are in and without discarding the
history. And moving ahead in a balanced way
by employing or creating advanced technology
and keeping our society, culture and heritage
intact at the same time to continue our
identity alive without being dependable with
others and learn and teach to “stand on own
feet” with innovate ideas to serve our
community” and the nation.

Dear all, being

an architect, | would like Building types in the historic towns their values

and around the squares symmetrically but
never monotonous. Traditional dwellings
survived as the lifestyle changed very slowly
over the centuries.

As we all know that the main street
of Bhaktapur town runs parallel to the
Hanumante river (khola). This thoroughfare
and Hanumante river are the most important
and significant features which connects socio-
cultural activities of the street with the river.
The temple squares, public spaces and
common facilities supplement private
dwellings, reflecting on communal activities.
The topographical data, social economic facts,
and the meaning that the religion has assigned
to them, are fused into a unity.

For centuries, festivals have been

established along with
by the

to share my feelings and compact settlements have communities in these
about our city and the provided visual harmony and order, to spaces. As we strongly
culture of Bhaktapur so the surrounding natural environment. believe that, Tangible

that we can carry
together and hand over to our upcoming
generation.

As ancient architects and builders
made their remarkable contribution in the
field of art and architecture which now
regarded as Heritages. The building traditions
in Nepal developed gradually over the
generations with a distinct architectural
character and said to have inspired from the
nature. Building types in the historic towns
and compact settlements have provided
visual harmony and order, to the surrounding
natural environment.

Traditional towns were built compact
on infertile high grounds so as to allow
cultivation around their periphery. They were
small and grew slowly. They grew according
to the peoples’ need and wishes. The houses
were usually built along the narrow streets

heritages are outcome
of both intangible heritage and intangible
inputs. The destruction of tangible heritage
leads to the loss of intangible heritages. The
buildings, historical monuments and places
are given as much high priority by the
community around it, as intangible culture is
given to by the buildings. Tangible heritages
are more than a medium for the intangible
set values, traditions and preferences for
society to express themselves. However, for
the communities who reacts with objects and
ideas that regarded as a heritage as a part of
everyday life. Temples were built for
sculpture of shrine and rituals are performed
so that the sculpture ascends its material
value with the Outstanding Universal Value
(OUV) of heritage sites.

With the course of time, physical,
social and cultural character of Bhaktapur city
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developed up to the matured state, reflected
on the built environment and heritages in the
town. The value of heritages was enhanced
by all the cultural proceedings and practices
being performed continuously by all the town
dwellers.

As the country was kept stagnant for
almost two decades (BS. 2056 till BS 2074);
since without local government that reflected
reverse impact on social, cultural as well as in
physical environment throughout the country
yet mostly being taken care of by its local
leaders and the people in Bhaktapur. The
condition accelerated by the Earthquake 2015
AD with huge number of casualties and
damages of many infrastructures including
heritages in the country that made a paradigm
shift in the socio-cultural and socio-economic
along with physical environment due to the
disposition towards the out skirts of old city
core of the local community to the safer places
to reside.

With the elected body in Bhaktapur
municipality, started by planning to fulfill the
basic need such as: health, education, safe and
clean environment as well as making
Bhaktapur “A Vibrant City” with its restored
both tangible and intangible heritages and
associated cultures. The plan and policies
were made “for the people by the people” of
Bhaktapur. As to focus on the revitalization of
both tangible and intangible heritages,
restoration and reconstruction of destroyed
and damaged heritages and maintenances
were carried out and many are in the process
throughout the town.

Similarly, associated intangible
heritages like festivals, rituals all over the
town are in the process of being restored by
the municipality those were in danger. The
municipality organized competitions of
different dances and music for the upcoming
generation for additional skills as well as they

know the value of intangible heritages and
be the part of these festivals and rituals where
they themselves will perform/ participate and
continue to handover to the following
generations. For this, through education,
Bhaktapur municipality has introduced
syllabus regarding local geography, culture,
rituals, monuments and the values to all the
schools under the municipality (92 schools
registered in the Bhaktapur Municipality) up
to grade eight.

In addition, the municipality has
organised several trainings related to culture
and rituals and being continued. One of the
most important components is the local
language to understand ones culture and to
learn about its value one should be able to read
and write scripts written by ancestors. This is
being neglected by the then government for a
long span of time, leaving the newer generation
being put aside. Now Bhaktapur Municipality
realized that this is the major tool to reinstate
those valuable culture and rituals to hand over
the people and retain vibrancy of the town and
keep Bhaktapur “A lively city” and handed down
“Our Art and Culture - the creation of our
predecessors” meticulously to newer
generations.

Therefore Bhaktapur municipality
with the great support from Nepal Workers
and Peasants’ Party and its manifesto, has
been working in full spirit and energy to save
our heritages and serve our people and keep
our identity alive. Yes TOGETHER WE CAN WE

WILL! 4
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Henry Ambrose Oldfield's

EGHES NITPAL 35

The circumstances which led to this
appeal are curious and interesting. It is from
this date (1767) that our political relations
with Nipal commence.* For some years
previous the British had carried on a rather
extensive trade with the Niwars, but no
Treaties, or political connections with the
country or people, had been formed. The
British had always looked on the reigning
Rajah of Kathmandu as necessarily ruler of
Nipal, although the contemporary Rajahs of
Bhatgaon and Patan held territory equal to
and sometimes exceeding that of the former
prince. The slight intercourse which had
existed between the British and the Niwars
had been purely of a commercial character,
and no occasion had offered, nor indeed had
been desired, for contracting political
obligations between the two Governments.
The invasion of the Valley of Nipal by Prithi
Narayan at the head of a Gorkha army, led to
our taking a more decided interest in the
affairs of that country.

From the published account of Father
Guiseppe, who was in the valley at the period
of the invasion and was an eye-witness of
many of the scenes which he describes, it
appears that the Sardars of Patan had placed
on the throne Gainprejas, a man of courage as
well as great influence through the country.
He was tribute, one elephant annually. The
Nipalese agreed to do the same, and actually
(* The first political transaction between the British
and the Nipalese after the Gorkha conquest was
the following one : — The hill country of the Rajah
of Makwanpur having come into the possession of
the Nipalese by right of conquest in 1772, they
claimed also the Makwanpur lowlands in the Terai,
for which the Makwanpur Rajah had been
accustomed to pay to the British, as tribute until
1801, when we relinquished it in the Treaty of
Commerce and Alliance. Thus, within three years of
the conquest of Nipal, Gorkha shrewdness and
desire for gain induced them to pocket their pride,
and enabled them to acquire a large tract of
cultivated land on the easy condition of paying one
elephant a year into the Company’s commissariat.)

paid us an elephant annually as afterwards
deposed, and, after some years of contention,
they made an offer of the throne to Prithi
Narayan, King of Gorkka. Prithi Narayan
deputed his youngest brother, Dalmadan Sah,
to govern the kingdom of Patan for him.
Dalmadan Sah,** Once established on take
throne, refused to acknowledge the authority
of his brother, and he was supported by the
people and Sardars for some time in carrying
on war against him.

After a time Dalmadan Sah in his turn
was deposed, and Taiz Ner Sing, a poor man,
but of the royal blood, was placed upon the
throne by the Sardars and people of Patan.

Meantime Ranjit Mal, King of
Bhatgaon, became engaged in war with the
kings both of Patan and Kathmandu; and
applied for assistance to Prithi Narayan, who
readily afforded it, hoping by this means to
recover the throne of Patan, which had
already some years before been voluntarily
offered to him by the nobles of that
principality, and from which his own brother
Dalmadan Sah had been deposed and driven
into exile. Ranjit Mal, however, soon
discovered that his new ally, taking advantage
of the dissensions which existed among the
kings and nobles of the different
(** This Dalmadan Sah left one son, whose eye-
sight was destroyed by Ran Bahadur (Swami as he
was called after his abdication) in order to
disqualify him from the throne, and prevent him
from ever gaining it. On Ran Bahadur’s death without
a legitimate heir (and both his children were
illegitimate) the crown would have reverted to this
lad, by name Kula Chandra Sah, as the legitimate
heir to the throne, being own nephew to Prithi
Narayan. Ran Bahadur destroyed his eye-sight when
a child by pouring the milky juice of the cactus into
his eyes.

February, 1854. — Kula Chandra Sah is now
alive, very old, and stone blind. | met him at
Thappatalli, where he had gone to pay his respects
to Jang Bahadur. He has been, in his day, a
mischievous intriguer against the Thappas, he
himself having always been a warm ally of the
Pandits.)
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principalities, was intriguing to possess
himself, supported as he was by an army of
Gorkhas, of the whole country of Nipal. The
King of Bhatgaon, therefore, came to friendly
terms with the sovereigns of Patan and
Kathmandu, and the three princes united their
arms to defend their own possessions and to
endeavour to expel Prithi Narayan and his
army from the country. Prithi Narayan
succeeded in securing in his interest many of
the mountain chiefs, especially those
connected with or feudatory to the
principality of Patan, by promises to keep
them in possession of their jagiers and largely
to augment their authority and importance.
By their assistance chiefly he gained
possession of all the mountains which
surround the Valley of Nipal, and built
numerous small forts upon their summits, in
which his troops were stationed, and from
which they were able to command all the
approaches to the valley. Then collecting his
forces, he entered the valley and laid siege to
the city of Kirtipur, anticipating little or no
opposition. Kirtipur is situated in the south-
west quarter of the valley, and stands alone
upon and around the level crest of a hill, about
two or three hundred feet above the
surrounding plain. It was strengthened on all
sides by a wall which encircled the whole
town, having in it a few gates which were
strongly fortified *; while within were several
buildings which acted as fortresses, especially
in the upper part of the town, around and
supporting the durbar, which was situated at
the highest point of the hill. Considering the
rude materials with which war was then
carried on, Kirtipur may be said to have been
a very strong, if not an impregnable, post of
defence. At this time Kirtipur was subject to
the King of Patan, and to him the inhabitants
naturally looked for support; but none being
afforded to them, they applied for assistance
(* The ruins of these forts still exist on several hills.
On “Deo choak” there are four, the branches of
which are very distinct. On the low range of hill
connecting Nagarjun with Kukanni there are three
or four others. On the east side of the valley, on the
hill of Changu Narayan, there are rather extensive
remains of fortified forts, which were probably
occupied by the Gorkhas during their operations
against Bhatgaon.)

to Gainprejas, the deposed king of Patan. He
promptly inarched with an army to their relief,
fought a pitched battle with the forces of the
King of Gorkha, and gained a complete victory.
A brother of the King of Gorkha was killed on
the field of battle, and Prithi Narayan himself
narrowly escaped with his life by fleeing to
the mountains.

The people of Kirtipur then elected
Gainprejas as their king. Having failed in this
attack, Prithi Narayan attempted to starve the
country into submission by causing a famine.
With this object he posted troops at all the
passes of the mountains, to prevent any
provisions being supplied to the inhabitants
of the valley. Every man, woman, or child
detected or suspected of violating the orders
he issued on this subject, was hanged
immediately, and Father Guiseppe saw the
bodies of many such offenders hanging on the
trees by the road-side.

Not gaining his object by these
means, he had recourse to the assistance of
that ever-intriguing class, the Brahmans, and
by their means fomented dissensions among
the leading nobles of Nipal, and attached
many of them to his party by holding forth
liberal and enticing promises. When he
thought he had a party sufficiently strong he
again advanced with his army to Kirtipur, and
laid siege to it on the north-west quarter,
that he might avoid exposing his army
between the two cities of Patan and
Kathmandu. After the siege had lasted
several months, Prithi Narayan sent a
message demanding the regency of the
town. An insulting and exasperating answer
was returned to him, fastened to an arrow.
Enraged at their still holding out, he ordered
an immediate attempt to storm the town on
every side; but the bravery of the inhabitants
defeated all the efforts of the Gorkhas, who,
after losing a large number of their men,
retreated, and, raising the siege a second
time, withdrew their army to the hills. A
brother of the King of Gorkha, named Suru
Partap, was wounded by an arrow during the
attempt to storm the town, but was
afterwards cured of his wound by a member
of Father Guiseppe’s mission.

(To be continued)
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