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To Ran Mal, the second son, he gave
the territory and valley of Banepa, lying to the
east of the Valley of Nipal, and bounded on
the north by Sangahchuk, on the south by the
forest of Medina Mal, on the west by Sangah,
and on the east by the Dudh Kosi.

To Ratni, or Rattan Mal, the third son,
he left the principality of Kathmandu; bounded
on the east by the Baghmatti, on the west by
the Trisulgunga, on the north by the mountain
of Gosain Than and by the Kerang Pass, and on
the south by the northern boundary of Patan.

To his daughter he gave the principality
of Patan* (the refractory Rajah of which city
had been subdued by Jai Ekshah Mal). Its limits
were to the south the forest of Medina Mai, to
the west the mountains of Lamadanda, to the
north the southern line of Kathmandu, and to
the east the Baghmatti.

During the two hundred years which
elapsed from this division of the kingdom into
three principalities, till its conquest and
reunion by Prithi Narayan in 1769, although the
power of the respective branches was
constantly fluctuating, yet ascendency for the
most part appears to have been maintained by
the elder one, that of Bhatgaon.

Ranjit Mal (who reigned forty years)
succeeded his father Bhupatindra Mal as King
of Bhatgaon, and was the last of the Niwar kings
who reigned over Nipal.

But little authentic or important is
known of the events which occurred during the
respective reigns of these Niwar kings. The
principal facts recorded concerning any of them
chiefly refer to the building of temples,
darbars, powas, &c. Jait Mal, father of Jai
Ekshah Mal, established weights and
measures, and considerably enlarged the city

(* The territories of Patan were the most extensive
within the valley, as they also included Kirtipur and
Thankot, besides Chitlong, Pherping, and Chisapani.
Kirtipur at one time was the seat of an independent
prince, but it was afterwards included within the
possessions of the King of Patan.)

of Bhatgaon. Bhupatindra Mal also added
largely to Bhatgaon and to Thimi.

The want of information is not
confined to our knowledge of the kingdom of
Nipal alone, but applies still more strongly to
all the other numerous states which at that
time extended through the whole length of
the Himalayas, from Bhotan to the Satla;.

In the middle of the eighteenth
century, when the British under Lord Clive were
with difficulty establishing a firm footing in
Bengal, that portion of the Himalayas which is
now consolidated into the com- pact kingdom
of Nipal was broken up into a number of petty
principalities and small independent states,
which, though constantly warring among
themselves, had little or no connection with
the plains of Hindustan. The vast tract of forest,
and of marshy malarious land which skirts,
almost uninterruptedly, the southern face of
the Himalayas, from Assam in the far east
almost to the Satlaj in the north-west, formed
an insuperable bar to any regular intercourse
between the nations of the plains and those of
the hills.

Thus isolated from connection with
Hindustan, the hill Rajahs and their subjects
became, as it were, “a peculiar people.”
Absorbed in their own internal affairs — at one
time warring with neighbouring chiefs, at
another occupied in pastoral pursuits or in
hunting expeditions within their own
territories — they knew little and cared less
about the political changes and revolutions
which were occurring in Bengal. Inhabiting a
cool and bracing climate, they were physically
far superior to the languid and enervated
Bengalees. The virgin purity of their native soil
had never been sullied by the foot of the
foreign invader; they were the only Hindu
states which had not been de- graded by
Mohammadan conquest. Morally, therefore, as
well as physically, they looked, and they still
look, upon themselves as superior to any of
the Hindus in the plains. These feelings induced
a proud independence and energy of character,
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almost unknown in other parts of India. These
mountaineers, one and all, were Hindus on
principle and by descent; but they refused to
be hampered by all the bigotry and prejudices
of Brahmanical law. While they retained the
sub- stance, they rejected much of the shadow
of Hinduism, and openly disregarded many
observances which were and are considered
as essential by the more orthodox professors
of that religion in the plains. Such conduct
naturally gave great offence. The Hindu of the
Himalayas began to be looked on by the Hindu
of the plains very much in the same light that
the Protestant is looked upon by the Roman
Catholic. As the orthodox Roman Catholic calls
the Protestant a “heretic,” so the orthodox
Brahman of Benares calls his brother Hindu of
Nipal a “Pariah.” These various differences in
religion, in customs, in occupations, and in
language engendered great bitterness of
feeling between the races of the plains, and
the races of the hills. The bigoted Hindus of
Bengal held very little intercourse with the
proud independent mountaineers whom they
regarded as “aliens in religion, aliens in
language, and aliens in blood.” The hill tribes
throughout the Himalayas — the natives of
Sikkim, of Kiranti, of Nipal, of Gorkha, of Palpa,
of Doti, of Kamaon, of Garhwal, and of Sarmur
— saw their Hindu countrymen of the plains
one after another subdued by a handful of
British soldiery ; but, undisturbed in the
seclusion of their own mountain fastnesses,
they were indifferent spectators to the
struggles which were going on, and never
directly or indirectly interfered or offered to
assist, in stemming the tide of European
conquest. This neutrality on their part with
respect to the general politics of India was the
result, not of any system of policy, but of their
feeling that they were so shut out by natural
and, as they considered, impenetrable, barriers
from the rest of the world, that they felt no
interest in the momentous struggle which was
revolutionizing Hindustan.

The people of the plains regarded the
hill tribes in the same manner. They felt no
interest in their movements. They looked on
the sturdy mountaineers as formidable in their
own hills, but as not dangerous elsewhere. The
vast forests and the malarious Tarai beyond

which they lived would, they knew, prevent
the hillmen from making incursions, beyond
mere border forays, into the plains. They knew
that the vast mountain regions extending from
the Brahmaputra to the Satlaj were as
inhospitable as they were extensive; that the
towns were but few, the population poor, but
yet such as were to be dreaded when fighting
in defence of their hearths and homes; in fact,
they were fully aware that there was nothing
in the whole tract to tempt their cupidity, to
gratify their love of plunder, or to repay them
for the dangers and hardships of mountain
warfare.

The natives of the plains, therefore,
although they could not altogether ignore the
existence of the hill tribes, yet looked on them
politically as hors de com- bat. The indifference
which the hillmen displayed towards the
politics of Hindustan was, therefore,
abundantly returned by the natives of the
plains, who felt utterly unconcerned in the
fierce contests which were constantly
occurring, especially towards the middle and
close of the eighteenth century, between rival
hill Rajahs of whose names even they were
ignorant, or between petty principalities of
whose existence they were hardly aware.

It is in a great measure owing to this
feeling of indifference that we now know so
little of the separate and individual states of
which this vast mountain republic, extending
over territory upwards of eight hundred miles
in length, was composed. The names even of
many of them are forgotten ; the origin of the
state of Gorkha, the most warlike and powerful
among them, is little better than conjectural;
and of the Niwar kingdom of Nipal itself — the
most important, the most populous, and the
most highly civilized of them all, and the only
one which had any regular intercourse with the
plains — we cannot say we know with certainty
anything of its annals, or of its people, until
towards the close of the eighteenth century,
when, the British power being firmly
established in Bengal, the last prince of the
Niwar dynasty, in his last efforts against Gorkha
aggressions, appealed to our arms for ‘ aid in
expelling the Gorkha invader from the Valley
of Nipal.

(To be continued)
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