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Since that time Jang has uniformly set
himself against satti; he cannot prohibit it, but
he does everything to discourage it. In
October 1852, when the “Barra Captain Sahib”
(Jang’s most intimate and attached friend),
who had been with him from infancy, and
accompanied him to England) died of dropsy,
Jang, by his efforts and persuasions,
succeeded in preventing either of his widows
from per- forming satti. He says, and probably
truly, that when the common people get
accustomed to see that men of rank die and
their bodies are burnt without satti, they will,
of their own accord, gradually give up such an
inhuman and unreasonable practice. There is
already a considerable diminution in the
number of sattis; they do occasionally take
place, but very rarely.

Jang has great faith in European
surgical skill, and is; indeed, very fond of
surgery, at which he often does a little himself.
| remember his excising a small fatty tumour
from a man’s neck very successfully; and in any
cases of slight injuries among his followers he
generally doctors them himself. He has a sort
of laboratory in his garden where he prepares
constantly a large quantity of a particular sort
of medicine, in which he has great faith.* Its
composition is a profound secret; he says it
contains the precious metals, even diamonds
and pearls. He con- siders it very valuable, and,
| suspect, drives a profit- able trade by selling
it in small quantities to his brethren and family
and others when sick. As a compliment to him,
and to please him, they will willingly take it,
and pay well for it too, whatever faith they may
have in its real efficacy.

(* In medical cases, Jang says his own country doctors
under- stand their treatment better than Europeans
do. When he himself is indisposed he never consults
me medically, but does invariably in everything
surgical.)

| have seen it applied in some cases,
where certainly it did no harm, though | do
not think it did much good. | remember a
couple of sepoys getting a good deal mauled
about the face, neck, and arms by a bear whom
Jang was in pursuit of, and they came to the
rescue. The wounds were not serious, though
very painful, skin-deep. Jang said, as they
were slight, he could cure them with his own
medicine.

| have often found it exceedingly
convenient to be able to borrow some of his
instruments when our hospital was deficient
in them.

Jang has great faith in vaccination, and
has had all his children, most of his brothers’,
and those of the royal family vaccinated. |
received five hundred rupees for vaccinating
his eldest boy in L850, when he was in England.

In 1851, shortly after the detection of
the conspiracy against him and the removal
to Allahabad of the State prisoners, he took
me to the house of the “Mihla” Sahib (the
King’s brother, and one of the prisoners) to
vaccinate his little girl, the King’s niece. As
Jang was suspicious that there might be some
treachery against him in this the house of his
enemy, he took a brace of Purdey’s pistols,
loaded, with him, concealed in his dress, and
a talwar under a loose robe, which he wrapped
round him. When the child was brought in,
Jang had our chairs brought to the table, and
rather surprised me by drawing out his pistols,
putting them on full cock and laying one down
on the table before me, another before
himself. He did not say a word, but gave me a
look which | under- stood fully. It was the first
time | ever vaccinated a patient and a princess
too, under protection of a cocked pistol. When
it was over, putting the pistols in his belt, and
wrapping his robe round him, he retired for a
few minutes into the private apartments of
the child’s mother, just to pay his respects.
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Fortunately, nothing untoward occurred to
him; and we left the house without having
any “scene.” | received two hundred rupees
as a fee. Jang occasionally amused himself by
vaccinating patients, but rarely succeeded
with them.

In August 1854 Jang asked me to
prescribe for one of his wives, daughter of
the ex-Raja of Coorg, who was very ill. |
declined doing so, unless | saw the patient.
He then allowed me to see her. Her
apartments are low, narrow, passage rooms,
and she was lying on a mattress-bed on the
floor, with a slave-girl using a hand-punkha
over her. Her hair was unconfined and loose
over her shoulders.

On the second visit | opened a large
abscess on her right side, much to Jang’s
delight and the astonishment of his own two
native doctors, who were present. On her
being a little faint, | told them to give her a
little water ; while she drank it, | had to stand
up in the sill of an open window, looking into
the Court, so that my feet might not touch the
drugget, or any part of the furniture directly
or indirectly connected with her bed, although
two minutes before there was no objection
to my feeling her pulse, &c. &c, examining
and lancing her side — a regular case of
swallowing the camel and straining at the gnat.

This, however, is a common practice
even among themselves; when a lady is sitting
on a couch or a sofa, any male relations who
may be admitted to see her and talk to her,
must keep at such a distance that they do not
touch the carpet on which her seat is placed;
of course they may not sit on the same couch.
The elder brother, as a general rule, is not
allowed to see the faces of his younger
brothers’ wives; but the younger brothers
may see the faces of the wives of all those
brothers who are older than themselves.
Before an elder brother, the wife of his junior,
if in the room, keeps her face veiled as a mark
of respect. This rule is pretty strictly observed
among people of rank and position.

(To be continued)
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