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The hills round the valley abound in
these wild pigs. They are caught, when young,
in numbers, brought into Kathmandu, and
then fattened on the cleanest food. Their
flesh is very delicious, and the Nipalese, of
all ranks and castes, are exceedingly fond of
it. Of course they would never eat pork from
a common village pig. In fact, they will not eat
the flesh of any pigs born in captivity, even
though sire and dam are genuine wild ones.

November, 1851. — | was summoned
in haste by Jang Bahadur to go to his brother
Bam Bahadur’s house, in order to attend
Barn’s youngest wife, who had that morning 1
been confined of a live child, but the mother
was considered in a dangerous state.

On arriving at the house | found Jung,
Bam, and two of the other brothers. They
explained to me the nature of the case, and
asked me to explain to them what | should do
if admitted to see her. The Raj Guru who then
came in stated that there was not the slightest
objection, as a matter of caste, to my seeing
her if she herself had no scruples. Jang then
went up to see the ladies, and arrange for my
going up too. His mother and several of the
female members of his family were there. He
explained to them my opinion that medical
interference was necessary, and that if she
did not receive some assistance she would
certainly die. The patient, however, said she
felt sure that she should die if nothing were
done; but she did not fear death, and would
much sooner die than allow me to see and
treat her,* as, should she do so, all other
women would point at and taunt her with
having allowed me, a European man, to see
or have anything to do with her. She was
supported strongly in these views by her
mother-in-law and the other ladies. All Jang’s

(* She died eight days afterwards.)

persuasions failed, and on his pressing the
matter he got well abused by the ladies for
his pains.

He returned and told us the result of
his visit, adding, “What can you expect from
such a set of fools? When you attempt to
reason with them, they answer you with
abuse.”

Nipalese ladies do not seem to differ
widely from their sisters in other parts of the
world, and Jang seems to have met with the
usual fate of sensible men who endeavour to
oppose by argument or reason the prejudices
of women.

Bam and the Eaj Guru then went up to
see if they could do anything, but they were
no more successful than Jang had been. Bam
apologised for the unnecessary trouble he had
given me, and presented me with a fee of one
hundred rupees.*

In cases of this sort, of course, Jang
cannot force or oblige his wives or females to
submit. Any violence done to their prejudices
would create a storm of odium, &c. against
him and me too. His attempts, however, have
been successful, in several cases, in
preventing satti. This very day, when | was at
Bam’s, Jang’s own sister’s husband (son of Kaji
Delhi Sing) had died of a lingering illness. The
widow was very anxious to perform satti. Jang
sent the guru to her to dissuade her. After
considerable discussion she yielded, and
consented that her husband’s corpse should
be burnt alone.

(To be continued) &

(* This was an unusual piece of courtesy and
liberality. As a general rule, they never give a fee,
either to me, or to their own native doctors, unless
the case treated turns out successfully.Thus, | may
vaccinate a child twenty times, but | get no fee unless
it “takes.” They will not pay for mere “medical
attendance” unless that attendance is followed by
decided advantage to themselves.)
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