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WA Do

After breakfast we all went up to the
top of the little conical hill on one side of the
stockade, from which we commanded an
exceedingly good view of the surrounding
country ; and in perfect safety ourselves, we
should be able to see all that went on below,
in consequence of the precipitous sides of the
hill, which were scarcely practicable for a man,
quite impracticable for an elephant to climb.
Bam here explained to me the nature of the
campaign. For about eight miles from where
we were the Manhauri river flowed through a
narrow valley, bounded on either side with
high, often nearly precipitous, hills, densely
wooded, and covered with jungle from top to
bottom. Here and there, as the river flowed
round a shoulder of a hill, the valley widened
for two or three hundred yards; but generally
the hills came down almost to the water’s
edge. The only good approaches into or exits
from this valley were at the two ends, either
where the river entered it, eight miles from
our camp, or where it quitted it through the
narrow gorge now blocked up by the stockade.
There were a few narrow passes here and there
on the sides, either between adjoining
mountains or at the top over the shoulders of
them ; but the jungle in their neighbourhood
was so thick, and the approaches so steep, that
no elephant, unless driven to them, would
attempt to quit the valley by such bad roads,
but would naturally keep near the river at the
bottom of the valley where they could move
rapidly ‘and freely, rather than venture up the
sides of mountains so steep and thickly
wooded that their footing would become
insecure and their progress consequently very
slow.

The stockade at our camp having been
completed about six weeks before, and made
so strong that no elephant could force it, the
valley was converted into a cul de sac. The other
end was open, and through it a herd of

elephants,—consisting of a large male, with
several females and some young ones—who
for some time had been known to be in the
neighbourhood, had been cautiously watched,
and insensibly guided by men well up to the
work, rather than driven, into the valley. Once
in it, a strong stockade had been rapidly thrown
up across its mouth, and a number of sepoys
and others stationed there constantly to
frighten by their muskets, &c. the elephants
from making any attempt to force it. The herd
was now enclosed in a valley eight miles long,
with either end stockaded to prevent their
escape. Strong guards were stationed at each
stockade, and also at each of the little passes
before alluded to, at which it was possible, but
not probable, the elephants might try to
escape. In case of any elephants approaching
any of these points the sepoys would discharge
their muskets, and the others would shout,
strike stones together, and by their noise
endeavour to frighten them back.

As elephants are, generally speaking,
very timid animals, and as they had plenty of
room to range in, through a thickly wooded
valley of eight miles long, there was not much
danger of their trying to force the passes,
unless they were molested and frightened so
as to become desperate; and strict orders had
been given that no molestation should be
offered to them. Accordingly we found on our
arrival that these orders had been so strictly
obeyed, and the passes, &c. so strictly watched,
that the whole herd, believed to consist of
about twelve, exclusive of young ones, were
in the valley, though a good deal scattered
about among the jungle, as their supply of the
particular food they liked was pretty well
exhausted from their having been shut up (in
prison, as Bam called it) in a confined valley for
some weeks. The elephants must have been
on short commons for some time. This, of
course, would make them less strong and
courageous, and so render them more easy to
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secure. This is all part of the system.

The object now was, by means of
tame elephants, beaters, &c, to collect the
herd together, and drive them down to the
end of the valley where our camp was. Here,
driven into a corner, with the road of exit in
front shut up by the stockade, on either side
steep and almost impracticable mountains,
well occupied too by crowds of sepoys, &c,
and in their rear the tame elephants and
beaters, they would be completely hemmed
in, and so be secured alive without difficulty.
The two regiments in camp were used as
beaters, and splendidly they did their work.
It is part of the agreement with every sepoy,
on being enlisted, that he is to be ready at
any time to assist in operations in the sporting
field.

The little round hill from which we
were to see the spectacle commanded an
admirable view of the ground where the
scrimmage of the capture was to take place.
The river flowed round two sides of its base,
the third side looked up the valley and
commanded a view for about half a mile,
when the river disappeared round a shoulder
of one of the hills. In its rear our little hill was
connected by a narrow neck or isthmus with a
large steep mountain which lay behind us, and
formed one of the boundaries of the valley.
From this isthmus a steep, narrow footpath
led down to our camp, and was the only road
of approach either for man or beast to the
summit of our little hill. The half mile of the
valley which was open to our view, and down
which the elephants were to be driven
towards the stockade, was about two hundred
to three hundred yards in width, on either
side flanked by the mountains covered with
very thick jungle, and having the river winding
through its centre, between sandy and rocky
banks, for the most part very shallow and
fordable. In one or two places, where it made
a sudden turn either round or beneath
precipitous rock, the river was very deep. Just
opposite where we were, and about forty
yards before it reached the stockade, it flowed
beneath a precipitous face of the hill, whose
base it had partly undermined, and was here

deep enough for an elephant to swim with
his whole body beneath the water.

This day (the 22nd) was spent idly
waiting for the approach of the elephants. Two
or three false alarms were given ; the
elephants were so scattered that the beaters
were unable to collect them. We smoked,
laughed, played chess, cards, flute, &c. till
sunset, when, instead of wild elephants, | was
delighted by the arrival of two tame ones
bringing Law and Clifford, who had come on
from Sigauli to see the sport.

About 9 p.m. Jang returned to camp
pretty well knocked up. He had come to close
guarters at last with a remarkably fine “ must
“ tusker. He had been on his track nearly all
day, and at length had sent several balls into
his head and shoulders, but without
apparently much effect. He did not part
company with him till after dark, and intended
returning to the fight early next morning.

December 23rd.—Early in the
morning, after having had a cheroot and
seeing a “ nautch,” Jang started. We spent the
morning on the top of the little hill, talking
and smoking with Bam, his brothers, and
other sirdars. The King came up for an hour or
so, as he had done the preceding day ; but his
presence did not add much to the liveliness
of the party.* with my spectacles and eye-
glass, especially the former,

He was very affable to us, and Law
tried to make him understand the
distinguishing characteristics of Walers**and
Arabs. The King listened, but | do not think he
understood half, or was interested in any of
the conversation. (To be continued) 4P
* Bam and his brothers appeared to treat the king
most unceremoniously, as if they considered him a
mere nonentity. They went on talking, laughing, and
smoking, just as freely before him as when he was
not there. The other Sirdars (Hendah Thappa, &c.)
treated him with much marked respect. He was much
delighted which | lent him, and which he wore
throughout the afternoon. From the extraordinary
prominence, and convexity of his eyes, | have no
doubt he is very short-sighted, and therefore found
my concave glasses materially assist his vision.

**Anglo-Indian for horses from New South Wales.-
(Ed.)
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