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Across this gorge or pass, which was
here about forty yards wide, a very high and
strong stockade had been constructed of
stones and rocks as a foundation, from either
side of which sprang stakes, some twenty feet
high, which were inclined at an angle towards
each other so as to meet and cross at the tops,
enclosing a triangular space inside, where
they were fastened by rope. These again were
crossed in all directions by bamboos, placed
horizontally and firmly secured, strong stakes
in many places being driven into the ground
as extra security, with their points sticking out
like a chevaux de frise. The inside of this
stockade was hollow and could hold a number
of men, who, armed with muskets and
protected by the woodwork and bamboo,
could make a formidable resistance in such a
gorge to the passage either of men or
elephants. Though rocks which formed its
foundation, and the stakes driven in between
them, allowed the waters to pass without
difficulty at this time of the year ; but in the
rains the whole structure, which had been
only just made, would rapidly be swept away
by the swollen waters of the torrent. A
doorway of wood, large enough to let pass
through it a mounted elephant, was formed
in the centre ; but having bamboos placed
crossways before and behind it, it did not
catch the eye, nor appear a weak point. In fact,
part of the stockade required to be removed
to open the door, the object of which was to
allow the tame elephants, or the wild ones
after they were caught and secured, to be led
through it into our camp. The ground was a
very bad one for encamping upon, being
confined and stony. However, the sepoys
were set to work, and they soon cleared away
the loose rocks, stones, &c, levelled the
ground where practicable, and pitched our
tents ; the ground, being the dry bed of the
river, was too hard to admit of tent-pegs being
used, so the ropes were all secured to heavy
stones, which did just as well.

All our tents were pitched close to the
stockade. The sepoys then set to work to cut
boughs and sticks from the jungle for their
own quarters, and soon, on the opposite side
of the river, a little colony of huts arose on a
piece of open ground. They constructed, too,
of stones, a very fair temporary bridge
connecting the two camps on the opposite
sides of the river, so that we could walk dry-
footed from one camp to the other.

The rest of the day was spent in
moving about the camp, smoking and talking
with Bam Bahadur and Ranudat Sing, both of
whom, towards evening, became musical,
and, sending for their English flutes, played

e “ God save the Queen,” “ Rule Britannia,”
&c. They had learnt a little from Mr. Ventnon,
a Frenchman who was employed for some
time by the darbar as bandmaster, and having
practised a good deal since, and having good
ears naturally, they now played very fairly; at
least, understandably, as | was able to make
out and distinguish the tunes. | retired to bed
early as it was bitterly cold at night, and the
cold wind whistled along the bed of the river
most unmercifully. Jang, who had gone out to
reconnoitre for the elephants, did not return
to camp till near midnight. He was off again at
daybreak, having heard of a large “ must “*
male elephant, whom he was determined
either to catch or to kill for the sake of his
horns. He is most indefatigable in pursuit of
his game. All day long, and night too if
necessary, he will follow a track over the worst
ground, often on foot, and where he is obliged
to fast the greater part of the time, or take
merely any fruit, &c. which may be procurable.

22nd December.—Early in the
morning all the tame elephants, with beaters,
&c. were taken away some miles up the valley
of the Manhauri to come up, if possible, with
the wild ones and drive them towards the
stockade at our camp, where it was proposed

to catch them. (To be continued) &}

(* Must (or more correctly mast) means here “mad
with sexual longing.”—(Ed.)
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