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When an elephant is to be broken for
howdah work, his education, of course, is
more protracted, as he requires to be so
perfectly obedient.

There was a very large elephant
caught by Jang in the Terai, which he had
brought up to Nipal and broken in at
Thappatalli. After the brute had recovered
his footsoreness from the journey, and the
wounds round his neck and feet, caused by
the tightness of the ropes cutting through
the skin during his early struggles, his
education commenced. Two tame elephants,
standing side by side his neck and feet, were
firmly secured by ropes; then a network of
rope was put all over his head, trunk, and
body, and a crowd of boys and men
clambered up these ropes and stood and sat
upon him, some on his back, some on his
neck, head, trunk, everywhere in fact where-
with the assistance of ropes and mutual
support -they could get a footing. Numbers
more stood all round him, patting and coaxing
him. There must have been at least twenty
men standing on him at one time. These all
kept pounding on him with their bare feet ;
at the same time a band played and with
drums, &c. made the most discordant noises.
(runs, too, were constantly fired off before
him, and afterwards from off his back, to
accustom him to hear or see the discharge
without flinching.

At first he was much frightened, but
was quite helpless, so firmly was he bound.
Gradually he became more accustomed to it ;
then nicely made cakes, &c. were given to
him. This state of things was kept up with
relays of men and boys for several days and
nights, the elephant never being allowed to
sleep nor to rest. The pounding on his skin
with their feet must, without bruising him,
have greatly fatigued him and tended to

reduce his powers of resistance. After a few
days, as he became more docile, the ropes
were loosened and gradually removed, the
numbers of men on him reduced, food more
plentifully given him ; then his trunk being
secured, they kept playing with clothes, &c.
on or about his head, made men continually
climb up and down by his trunk, petting and
feeding him all the time, so as to accustom
him to the practice of men climbing about his
head and neck. This system went on, its
severity gradually relaxing, for two or three
weeks, when he was so docile that he would
allow his mahaut to stand by and play with
him, to mount him when he liked, and
dismount by his trunk; and would let Jang,
who superintended the operations in person,
feed him with cakes. This was about two
months after his capture. He had now to be
taught to go out on the roads quietly with his
mahout, and to be accustomed to the different
objects he might meet on the roads. For the
first few days, for the sake of security to
prevent his bolting in case of getting
frightened, he had two elephants with him
with leading ropes to his neck. However, in a
few days he went so quietly that the ropes
were dispensed with ; and | met him
frequently taking his airing, sometimes with
Jang on his back, without any kind of
restriction.

His education was now all but
completed as far as docility and safety were
concerned. He would kneel down, rise up, &c.
at the word of command; stop, turn, &c. when
in motion. They only now had to teach him to
carry the howdah, when, about four months
after his capture, he was taken ill, refused his
food, lingered evidently in great pain for a
few days, and then died. Jang, myself, and the
'‘elephant doctor' tried different remedies,
which he made no resistance to our doing,
but with no effect.
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The next morning there was a post-
mortem examination, which | was requested
to superintend. The poor brute had died of
internal obstruction and inflammation. It was
a curious sight to see. An elephant is so large
and heavy that it would be quite impossible
to drag away his body for burial. It has,
therefore, to be divided into portions, and
taken away piecemeal. In this case his head
was taken off and cleaned, as Jang wished to
keep the skull. His internals were all taken out
very neatly, washed, and laid out for my
inspection. Jang examined them closely, and
seemed thoroughly to understand the cause
of his death. This over, the body was cut into
numberless bits and taken away; some of them
were buried, others thrown into the river.

Jang seemed quite to be able to

healthy and the diseased parts, so as to be
able to distinguish one from the other. He is
very much interested in anatomy, though of
course his knowledge is chiefly theoretical,
as his religion would not allow him to dissect.
On one occasion, when one of his servants
had injured his skull from a fall, Jang
explained to me his view of the nature of the
internal injury. To do so he sketched, with a
pencil on a bit of paper, a map of the course
and distribution of the arteries of the brain
and base of the skull, pointing out which went
to the ears, which to the eyes, nose, &c. Of
course it was not quite so correct anatomically
as to secure his “passing” at the College of
Surgeons, but it was correct in the main, and
showed that he had a very fairly clear idea of
the parts he was demonstrating, and of the
injuries to which, from their position, they

recognise the different appearances of the were most liable. (To be continued)
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