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CHAPTER XVII.
WILD ELEPHANTS.

In December 1851 | accompanied for
a few days the camp of the Maharajah and
Jang Bahadur on a shooting excursion in the
Terai. The rendezvous was at Hetowara, where
we all arrived on the morning of the 19th. In
the afternoon the King, Jang, myself, and
some of his brothers made a circuit of a few
miles, on elephants through the jungles, to
see if we could pick up any game.

In the course of an hour or two, Jang
came upon fresh tracks of elephants, and
prepared for a dour* after them. Three or four
staunch fast elephants were selected, their
howdahs and trappings removed on to others,
so that they were quite free from any gear
which could embarrass them in passing rapidly
through the tree jungle. Besides his mahaut
each elephant had one other man on his back.
On this occasion there were only four or five
elephants, Jang, Captain Sutaram, and three
or four others accompanying them. The riders
wear almost as little clothing as the elephants,
and take off their turbans, shoes,
kummurbunds, &c, so as to be quite free to
use their limbs. Each mahaut was provided
with a set of ropes, to act as lassos to secure
the wild elephants if they came up with them.
Jang and his party started off in pursuit ; the
King, myself, and the bulk of the party
returning to camp. On our way back Ranudat
Sing shot a large male sambar deer, which we
had some difficulty in hoisting up on to an
elephant’s back.

Shortly before sunset, as | was sitting
outside my tent smoking a cheroot with
General Ranudat Sing, Jang returned to camp,
bringing with him in triumph a fine female

(*Dour, or daur, a chase.—Ed.)

elephant, which he had caught after we left
him. He had come upon a small herd of them,
but only succeeded in separating and securing
this one. The lasso having been well secured
round her throat, one end of the long rope
was fastened to one large tame elephant, who
went before, leading the way, while the other
was, in the same way, fastened to another
large tame elephant (Jang’s own, on which
he was seated), who followed behind in order
to administer a push or prod with his tusks as
a reminder in case the newly captured one
jibbed or objected to go on.

These two tame elephants were very
fine ones, thoroughly broken in to their work,
and had been both engaged in the capture of
the new one. It was very curious to see the
skilful way in which they guided their prize
safely through the camp, close to my tent,
despite all her resistance, without swerving
from the line, or coming in contact with a single
tent-peg.

The new one, much frightened, tried
once or twice on entering the camp to throw
herself down, so as to prevent her further
progress. Immediately Jang’s elephant,
behind, touched her up in the quarter with
his tusks, not fiercely so as to do any harm,
but with sufficient energy to show what she
would get in case of further resistance. She
jumped up, and tried to bolt off forward or to
one side. The leading elephant’s rope kept
her steady, and prevented her swerving. Jang
waited a minute or so outside my tent to get a
cheroot. The leading and the following
elephants, by tightening their respective
ropes, kept the new one fixed in one spot, as
she could neither advance nor recede. The
tame ones went through their parts with the
greatest docility and gravity, perfectly

understanding their respective duties.
(To be continued)
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“Creation of predecessors — OQur art and culture”




