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The track or spoor is very unmistakable ;
the grass is beaten down and flattened by the large
feet, the separate footsteps being often distinct ;
the bushes, &c, and often large boughs broken off,
mark their line of march. The skill in tracking is
shown in distinguishing the fresh from the older
marks, and in some cases singling out, when there
are many, the freshest of all, and following it alone
to the exclusion of the rest. At this tracking Jang is
a great adept, and as we went along frequently
pointed out the marks of elephants, which he knew
at a glance were old, though they appeared fresh
to me, but which, had he followed, would only have
led him a wild-goose chase.

We saw glimpses of two or three other deer
bounding in the distance through the long grass,
but we did not get another shot. About noon Jang
came upon the track of wild elephants ; he and a
party immediately started off in pursuit. They never
came up with them, however, and did not return to
camp at Dardara till after dark.

The King and myself, finding it was a “no-
day,” left Jang and the rest of the party, and started
for camp. For three or four miles we went through
the tree-jungle, occasionally crossing the deep and
dry bed of a nalla, where it was astonishing to see
how cleverly the elephants picked their way up and
down the steep banks, often overgrown with jungle.
At length we came down again on the left bank of
the Rapti river, along which the road from Hetowara
to Dardara goes. It is a mere footpath, which follows
closely the course of that river, sometimes on one
side, sometimes on the other. Here we fell in with
the stream of coolies carrying the baggage, tents,
supplies, &c. of the camp, broken here and there by
parties of sepoys of the two regiments (Rifle and
Light) which were in attendance on the King and
Jang. Marching in this way, no order is attempted to
be kept. They are present for morning and evening
call, and those on duty never leave sight of their
charge, whether it be one of Jang’s horses, his dogs,
his luggage, or his wife’s palki. But those off duty
straggle on, stopping to eat, drink, or smoke when
inclined, and only anxious to get to camp in time to
prepare their evening meal and their quarters for
the night.

The grass jungle and reeds on either side
of the path were so impenetrably thick and high
that those on foot, almost the whole way, had to go
in single file, occasioning much delay in their
arrival in camp, and causing much and often
amusing confusion as the King’s elephant, which
led, closely followed by mine, came upon a long
line of sepoys, servants, coolies, &c. who had to
get out of the road as best they could, often in a
very higgledy-piggledy manner, pushing each other
into, and often tumbling over each other in, the
long grass. This reedy grass was so high that it

frequently, as the elephant pushed through it, met
on either side over the top of the howdah.
Frequently, when the King’s elephant was not ten
or twelve yards from mine, | could hear his voice
calling to me, but could not see the least portion of
either his elephant or his howdah, a sea of this
dense grass intervening between us. Here and there
the grass had been either burnt, or, from the stony
character of the soil, had not grown. From these
open patches we could see something of the
surrounding scenery, which was very picturesque.
The Rapti was close to us ; a broad but mostly
shallow stream, with rough stony bed, its water
brilliantly clear. On the opposite or right side of
the Rapti were ranges of hills all densely covered
with almost impenetrable tree-jungle, and mostly
sloping down to the side of the stream. Here and
there we could see up a vista or valley between
two such hills, down the centre of which, or winding
round successive spurs thrown off from the hills on
its sides, came a small stream or feeder to the
Rapti. Such streams, though very slight in the cold
weather, are in the rains often tumultuous and
violent torrents, and quite impassable either for

man or beast. (To be continued) <
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“Creation of predecessors — Our art and culture”
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