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CHAPTER XXIII
MAHARANI TRIPUR

In November 1835 Martabar Singh was sent to
Calcutta at the head of a complimentary mission to the
Governor-General. The Raj all wished to send him to
England, on an embassy to the King; but he abandoned
the idea on hearing that he would be treated merely as a
traveller, and would not be allowed to be the vehicle of
political communication. Martabar returned to Nipal in
March 1836, having been received in Calcutta with
marked courtesy. 9

Ever since the death of the Queen Tripur
Sundariin 1832, Bhim Sen’s power had been on the wane.
In the spring of 1837 the Rajah turned out of office some
of Bhim Sen’s favourites, and deprived Martabar Singh
of his command of Gorkha in consequence of his refus-
ing to hold it on reduced allowances. Martabar was suc-
ceeded by Ranjang Pandi’s brother. The King at this time
had a sudden fit of economy, and directed a great part of
his attention to financial matters. He made the increase
of his family (he had now six children), and the conse-
quently increased household expenses of Darbar, an
excuse for general retrenchments. The office of Ditha or
Chief Justice, hitherto always held by an officer of the
army, was given to a Brahman of legal knowledge and
talent. Up to this time Bhim Son had succeeded in ex-
cluding all civilians from appointments under Govern-
ment. In the beginning of July 1837 Ranjang Pandi was
restored by the Rajah to all the lands and honours for-
merly held by his father Damodar Pandi, and which had
been confiscated in 1803.

A few days afterwards the Rajah’s youngest
son,* an infant of one year, died suddenly; and it was at
once given out that the child had died of poison, in-
tended for its mother the Maharani, and given at the
instigation of Bhim Sen, or some of his party. There is
every reason to believe that the infant was killed by its
own father, in order to obtain a basis of proceedings
against Bhim Sen. On this charge, Bhim Sen, his brother
Ranbir Singh, his nephew Martabar Singh, their families,
the Court physician and his deputy, with a number more
of the nearest relations of the Thappas, were incarcer-
ated (the heads of the family in irons), proclaimed
outcastes, and their property confiscated. They were

(* The Maharajah had two wives: 1st. The
Maharani, an adherent of the Pandis; she had three sons, the
eldest of whom is the present King, the second is in prison at
Allahabad for the conspiracy of 1851, and the third was the
child whom Bhim Sen was falsely accused of poisoning. 2nd.
The Junior Rani, an adherent of the Thappas, who also bore
him two sons; they and theirmother are now residing in exile at
Benares. )

fearfully tortured to induce them to confess, but not a
syllable to criminate anyone was elicited.

Ranjang Pandi was suddenly appointed
Minister. Fearful, from this appointment, of the
establishment of the Pandis in power, Fatti Jang Chautria,
Raghunath Pandit, and the junior Rani obtained from the
King the liberation of Bhim Sen, Martabar, and the rest
of the party. Pardon was given to the old man, who fell
on his face at the Rajah’s feet, in full Darbar; and public
audiences were granted, and dresses of honour and
caparisoned horses given to him, to Martabar, and to
Bhim Sen’s adopted son Shamsher Jang. Their confiscated
property was returned, and they were brought back by
the soldiery and people in triumph to their respective
houses. Ranjang, the recognised leader of the now
powerful Pandi party, was removed from the office of
Minister, and Raghunath Pandit,* who was favourably
inclined towards the Thappas, was elected Premier. He
and his brother, Krishna Ram, were clever, well-informed
men, of moderate and liberal views, but had long been
living in retirement in consequence of all
appointments having hitherto been conferred only on
military men. Raghunath continued as ostensible
Minister, but the Rajah assumed himself the immediate
control and patronage of the army, which, at this time,
having been increased by the raising of another battal-
ion, now consisted of nineteen thousand rank and file.
The strength of the army at the capital was somewhat
diminished, three thousand troops being marched from
it to various stations in the interior and on the frontier.

In the beginning of 1838 Ranjang Pandi, through
the influence of the Maharani, was appointed Com-
mander-in-Chief; an appointment popular with the army
on the whole, in consequence of the fame of his father
Damodar Pandi. His brother Ramdul Pandi was made
Governor of Palpa, and another brother, Karbir Pandi,
Keeper of the King’s Wardrobe. Bhim Sen and Martabar
Singh continued at large, but out of employ. They were
still very popular with the army, as was shown by the
fact that many of the officers and men took their dis-
charge from their regiments and attached themselves as
private followers to their suites. The dissensions in the
Palace became very violent, owing to differences be-
tween the two Queens; the Maharani insisting on the
appointment of Ranjang to be Premier, while the junior
Rani as warmly advocated the restoration of Bhim Sen to
power.

(* He was a Brahman, and at one time filled the office of Raj

Guru.) (To be continued)}
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“Creation of predecessors — Our art and culture”
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