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Henry Ambrose Oldfield's

41

The Government of Nipal remained in
the hands of Bahadur Sah as Regent until 1795,
when his nephew Ran Bahadur, who during his
minority was purposely kept in a state of
profligacy and ignorance, suspecting a design on
the part of his uncle to keep him in per- petual
pupilage, if not actually to usurp the crown,
suddenly threw him into prison, and in prison he
died a few days afterwards, it is supposed by his
nephew’s hand. Ran Bahadur ascended the
throne, and assumed the management of the
State, at the age of twenty, in 1795. He had two
wives. His first and senior, the Maharani, was a
daughter of the Gulmi Rajah. She was a virtuous
and high-minded princess, but unfortu- nately
was childless. She was soon neglected by the
King, and her bed deserted. His second wife was
the daughter not of a Rajput, but of a Parbattiah
Chatri, and she bore him one son only, Ranudat
Sah, who was the legitimate heir to the throne.*
In addition to these two Ranis, Ran Bahadur had
an amour with a girl, the daughter of a Brahman,
but to whom he was not, and by the laws of caste
could not be, married; by her he had a son in
1795, necessarily illegitimate, but whom he
afterwards adopted as his heir, in exclusion of
his legitimate son by his junior wife.
Ran Bahadur remained on the throne, ruling with
great tyranny and guilty often of the most violent
and atrocious acts, until 1800, when, as he was
decidedly insane, he was compelled to abdicate,
by his all- powerful and able minister Damudar
Pandi, backed by the whole of the priesthood,
who were bitterly hostile to the King, in
consequence of various outrages which he had
perpetrated against their sacred body and

(* His legitimacy is questionable, in conse-
quence of his mother not being a Rajput, and the royal
family can marry only Rajput’s. In this view, both Ban
Bahadur’s children — Banudat Sah, as well as Garwan Jodh
Bahrain bah — were illegitimate; and it was in conse-
quence of fearing that, after his death, both of them might
be set aside in favour of Palmadan Sah’s child (who, as
Prithi Narayan’s own nephew, was unquestionably the
legitimate heir to the throne), that Ban Bahadur destroyed
the eye-sight of this young child by pouring the milky juice
of the cactus into his eyes.)

religion, on the occasion of his Brahman
paramour having poisoned herself, after
recovering from an attack of smallpox, when she
found that she had lost her beauty, and with it
her influence over the King.** Having adopted
his illegitimate son, Garwan Jodh Bikram Sah, Ban
Bahadur abdicated in his favour and retired to
Benares. The bastard prince, then aged between
four and five, was placed on the throne, and all
ranks swore allegiance to him. To reconcile the
younger Rani to the supersession of her own son,
Ranudat Sah, who was considered by many to
be the only legitimate heir to the throne, she
herself was appointed Regent, and her child, the
young prince, aged six, was nominated Chautara,
or head adviser to the Crown. Chautara Sher
Bahadur Sah (illegiti- mate son of Partab Singh,
by a Niwar woman, and consequently half-
brother to Ran Bahadur) was also appointed
guardian and Regent for this juvenile minister (the
Rani and Sher Bahadur being joint- Regents).
Damudar Pandi and Bim Sah Chautara were the
leading ministers. The Maharani, or senior, but
childless, Rani, accompanied Ran Bahadur to
Benares and remained with him there for some
time, but she was so insulted and maltreated by
him that she soon became anxious to return to
Nipal, not only to escape from the tyranny of her
husband, but that she might establish her lawful

(* *On this occasion Ban Bahadur vented his rage on the
temples and images of Devi, or Parvati, in several parts
of the valley. Some temples to the goddess in the
neighbourhood of Sam-bhunath, one or two near, but
not in, Pashupatinath, and the large temple to Devi,
known as Talleju, adjoining the Darbar in Kathmandu,
were desecrated and defiled by him in every conceiv-
able way. The shrines were covered with human
excrement and all sorts of filth, and worship in these
temples forbidden. No one dared oppose the violence
of the King, and the shrines and temples remained
defiled and unworshipped till after his abdica- tion,
when they were purified and reopened for general
worship.

The story about his battering down the
temples at Pashupati with artillery, Ac., as given by Smith,
is mere fiction. The temple at Pashpatinath is devoted
to Siva; the King’s fury was wreaked solely upon lose in
honor of Devi.)
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right of being Regent for the young Rajah, in place
of the younger Rani who had usurped that office.
The ex-Rajah in retiring was accompanied by
young Bhim Sen, who at that time occupied
almost a menial appointment about the royal
person, and several chiefs and followers of the
Thappa party. The Rajah was very well treated
by the British Government, who appointed
Captain Knox as his Political Agent, and advanced
considerable sums of money at different times
to defray the expenses of himself and his
attendants.

The presence of the ex-Rajah in our
territories made the Nipalese once more willing
to enter into terms of alliance with the British
Government. They were apprehensive that,
without the restraint of a treaty on our part, we
might seize the first occasion to employ our
power in reinstating Rajah Ran Baha- dur on the
throne. A “Treaty of Commerce and Alliance”
was accordingly formed in 1801, and by the terms
of it the Darbar agreed to receive a permanent
British Resident at Kathmandu. In this treaty, as
in that of 1792, political considerations were
made sub- ordinate to those of commerce. The
chief points insisted on were — first, the
encouragement and protec- tion of the trade
through Nipal, between India and Tibet;
secondly, the repayment by the Darbar of the
gums of money which the British Government
had advanced to Ran Bahadur, when at Benares;
and thirdly, an arrangement for the settlement
of boundary disputes, and the surrender of
Dacoits, Thugs, and other fugitives whom we
were unable to secure in conse- quence of their
having hitherto always found an asylum in the
territories of Nipal. In accordance with this
treaty Captain Knox was appointed as British
Resident at the Court of Nipal. Considerable
delay occurred between the time of Knox’s
leaving Patna and his arrival at Nipal, in
consequence of the constant quarrels and
jealousies which arose among the deputies who
were sent to meet him and escort him to the
capital. At last, through the efforts of Damudar
Pandi, these obstacles were removed, and
Captain Knox arrived at Kathmandu in April 1802.
He was accompanied by Dr. Buchanan Hamilton
and two other officers.

Lachman Sah, son of Bim Sah Chautaria,
and Karbir Pandi, son of Damudar Pandi, with a
third Sardar, a son of a Nipal chief, were sent to

Patna, to remain there as hostages for the
proper- treatment of the British mission, and as
pledges of the sincerity of the Nipalese
government. While at Patna all their expenses
were defrayed by the British Government, and
they were treated with every mark of respect and
consideration. At the time when Knox was
despatched to Nipal by Lord Wellesley, the
Nipalese had not com- pleted the conquest of
Kamaon or the more westerly hills; the
possessions of Nipal then were very nearly the
same as they are now, except that at present she
holds Doti, which at that time was an
independent state. Knox was accredited to the
junior Rani as Regent, and on his arrival, Damudar
Pandi was the First Minister of State. He was a
man of talent, firmness, and moderation; these
qualities, added to the reputation of personal
courage and gallantry as a soldier, gave him great
influence, not only over the Rani, but in the
councils of the State. His col- leagues — Bim Sah
Chautaria, who was Governor of Kamaon in the
war of 1814—15, and Gajraj Misr — were able
and moderate men. These three ministers were
all openly in favour of the British alliance; yet
their characters for honesty stood so high that
they were never suspected, even by the Nipalese,
of any political corruption. Captain Knox wished
to take all three ministers into the pay of the
British; but they set too high a value on their
own, as wgll as their country’s, independence to
be induced to consentto the proposal.
For some months after his arrival, all
Knox's efforts to obtain the signing of the treaty
were unsuccessful. He was treated with courtesy,
but not with confi- dence or cordiality, by the
Darbar, who showed itself on that, as it always
has on every other, occasion to be averse to
actual treaties, or intimate connections with the
British, looking on such relations as the first step
to the loss of national independence. At last,
however, news arrived that the senior Maharani
had left the ex-king at Benares, and was actually
on the frontier. This brought matters to a crisis;
for, as the Maharani was known to have a strong
party, among the Thappas, in her favour at the
capital, the Regent Rani was fearful that the
British might espouse her cause if any slight were
shown to Captain Knox; she, therefore, at length
formally received and ratified the treaty of
alliance which Knox had brought to Nipal.
(To be continued)
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